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Without Excuse 
By W. M. Czamanske 


HOUGH atheists quite boldly say 
That they can never find 

A trace of God in heaven or earth, 
Or in the human mind, 

The God whose being they deny, 
Whose warnings they refuse, 

Will prove that they are fools indeed 
And are without excuse. 


For o’er the sky and o’er the earth 
God’s glory is displayed, 

That men might seek and search for Him, 
By whom all things were made. 

Though conscience may be hushed awhile 
And lose its pointed prod, 

Some day it will convict the fool 
Who says, “There is no God.” 


At the Right Hand of God 
Very 
found at 


great are the blessings to be 
God’s right hand. Even the 
Psalmist, who had not “the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God” (2 Cor. 4:4), as we have, 
said, “Thou wilt shew me the path 
of life: in thy presence is fulness of 
joy; at thy right hand there are pleas- 
ures for evermore” (Psa. 16:11). So it 


is the place of deep, abiding joy. It is 
also the place of victory for the believer, 
“The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou 
at my right hand, until I make thine 


enemies my footstool” (Psa. 110:1); and 
this is quoted by the writer of Hebrews, 
confirming the view that it does refer to 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:13). It 
was God’s purpose to make His enemies 
His footstool; but, in a measure, He will 
do this for those who are in Christ, even 
here and now. Positionally, God “hath 
raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus” (Eph. 2:6); and by faith we share 
in His victory over all His enemies and 
ours. God can turn the very things 
that try us most, our testings and temp- 
tations, into footstools and steppingstones 
for our feet, in order that we may mount 
higher and be more useful in His serv- 
ice. Finally, the Lord Jesus Christ is 
now at God's right hand, interceding 
for us. It was a vision of that marvel- 
ous scene that sustained Stephen in his 
last, terrible moments on earth. He was 
surrounded by wicked men, whose rage 
was mounting and who would soon stone 


< 


A Call to Prayer 


An 


EPRESSING situations throughout 
D the whole world are filling mil- 

lions of hearts with fear. Chris- 
tians especially are well aware of these 
things, but they also know that “God is 
our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble” (Psa. 46:1). More than 
unhappy world conditions, they fear spir- 
itual decline in churches, for they know 
that as the church goes spiritually, so 
the world goes morally. Their chief 
fears are that the light of life God wants 
to shine to mankind through us may be 
hindered by the spiritual supineness and 
carelessness of the professed friends of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The state of the 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Who his own self bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree, that 
we, being dead to sins, should live 


unto righteousness: by whose 
stripes ye were healed” (1 Pet. 
2:24). 























him to death. “But he, being full of the 
Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into 
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 
and said, Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing on 
the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55, 56). 
There Christ has “an unchangeable 
priesthood. Wherefore he is able 
to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth 


also 


to make intercession for them” (Heb. 
7:24, 25). One of the great secrets of 
victory in the Christian life is to be 


“looking unto Jesus the author and fin- 
isher of our faith; who , , , is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God” 
(Heb. 12:2). How can the Christian stay 
at the right hand of God? Through 
daily, prayerful Bible reading, by “pray- 
ing always with all prayer and suppli- 
cation in the Spirit” (Eph, 6:18), and 
by a moment-by-moment appropriation 
through faith of His position in Christ. 


o4 


on Watch Night 


Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


world is bad, and that of the church is 
becoming serious ? 

Harvard University, sensing the perils 
to the rising generation, in a recent pub- 
lication says: “The trend toward world- 
liness during our life time has brought 
with it a spiritual apathy and a moral 
callousness that would have seemed in- 
credible 50 years (See Missions, 
Sept., 52.) In other days when moral 
and spiritual bankruptcy seemed to face 
the church, God’s ministers and people 
turned to prayer, God visited them with 
days of grace, Christians were restored 
to spiritual living, and sinners were made 
to cry out, “Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?” 

The perils of moral and spiritual bank- 
ruptcy are real. We must all face these 
facts. The come in like a 
flood. Never was there more need for a 
revival of prayer in churches, 

Ministers, the key men in all revivals, 
must be aroused. Leaders in Christian 
congregations must be m« to pray 
and labor for a new and mighty work of 
the Holy Spirit. God's standard must 


ago.” 


enemy has 


veda 
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be lifted up. Ministers must be aroused 
to do the work of evangelists. And only 
as they take heed unto themselves and 
to the doctrine will they be able to save 
themselves and them that hear them (1 
Tim, 4:16). 

The crown of a minister’s labor is re- 
vival in his congregation. Without it 
there can be little real Christian love, 

_ little care for the salvation of souls; and 

there will be more dissension, jealousy, 
backbiting, worldliness, and carnality 
among church members. And if the 
worldly spirit prevails, members will 
fall into loose and sinful ways; then 
more and more reproach will fall upon 
the church, and sinners will become 
harder to reach, 

A revivalless church is a_ spiritual 
calamity. Suppose a lighthouse keeper 
carelessly neglected to trim and light his 
lamps. Would not wrecks result and the 
loss of lives occur and be chargeable to 
him? Soa church without a work of the 
Spirit of God must be held responsible 
to God for all the damage that is done 
to souls for want of revival. For a re- 
vival is nothing more or less than min- 
isters and members of a Christian church 
using the constituted means essential for 
making this blessing of God a reality 
among them. And only the want of obe- 
dience to the known will of God can 
hinder it. 

Two major opportunities are provided 
ministers for awakening prayer among 
their people. These are Watch Night, 
December 31, and the World-Wide Week 
of Prayer, January 4-11. 

At the close of the year Christians 
generally appraise the past and look 
forward with mingled feelings of hope 
and fear into the future. A minister 
should capitalize on these moods and 
call upon all who have an interest in 
God’s cause to gather in homes, if not 
able to do so in churches, to pray for a 
new and mighty work of the Spirit of 
God in all Ghristian congregations. The 
only people who can have this divine 
blessing in their churches are those who 
ASK God for this blessing upon their 
churches. Just as people who desire di- 
vine blessing in their families must ask 
God for that*blessing, so the members 
of our churches must pray before God 
will give corporate blessing. 

Let every minister challenge his peo- 
ple to show their love to God and His 
cause by sharing in a union of prayer 
for revival. “It is high time to awake 
out of sleep” (Rom. 13:11). Let every 
minister test the prayer interest of his 
parishioners. Parents who want their 
children to have God’s blessing, Sunday 
schoo] teachers who are anxious for the 
conversion of scholars, young people’s 
workers who are anxious for young folks 
to get converted, and missionary-minded 
members who are burdened for the pros- 
perity of home and foreign missions 
should be challenged to come into a 
union and agreement in prayer on Watch 
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Night. Let the people know the need 
for revival, and that, unless they 
unitedly call upon the name of the Lord, 
revival will not come to them. 

Revival has not yet visited many 


’ Christian congregations in this, the most 


needful hour in our lifetime. We thank 
God for all the good of evangelistic 
meetings, but revival in the thousands 
of American congregations is the great 
necessity. Rain from Heaven upon these 
little “rivulets of blessing to humanity” 
is the prime necessity. Rain upon the 
ocean is good; but only showers upon the 
“headwaters”—the churches—can really 
enrich the little gardens, and the great 
fields we call towns and cities. 

Upon ministers and church leaders 
rests the responsibility of promoting this 
essential revival of prayer. If you are 
burdened for revival, ‘ask God to lay 
some of your burden upon your Official 
brethren. 

John Newton long ago was thus bur- 
dened, and got his officers to praying 
for revival. He wrote a friend and said: 
“A revival is wanted among us, and 
some of us are praying for it. Here is 
a song we are also singing for revival: 

Saviour, visit thy plantation, 
Send, O send, a gracious rain; 


All must come to desolation 
Unless Thou dost bless again. 
Break the tempter’s fatal power; 
Turn the stony hearts to flesh; 
And begin this very hour 
To revive Thy work afresh. 
(Tune, Greenville.) 
God grant that on this Watch Night, 
when people are more conscious of the 
state of things and of human need, we 
shall have ten thousand assemblies for 
prayer for the revival only God can give. 
Will you do your part in helping to as- 
semble praying people for united prayer 
on Watch Night? 
SUGGESTIVE PROGRAM FOR WATCH NIGHT 


It may be found helpful in assembling 
the officers, workers, and members of 
your congregation for the Watch Night 
service if you have certain features of 
importance in their social and spiritual 
life to help register not only the night, 
but to give the right atmosphere for a 
service of this kind. 

We suggest a four-hour service. Be- 
gin your program at eight o’clock. It 
will help keep your people from the 
temptation to stay at home as they are 
likely to do if they get settled down for 
the night. People “get into things” they 
hesitate to leave for even a spiritual pur- 
pose. A late hour of service puts temp- 
tation to stay home in the way of people. 
Samuel used means for assembling the 
whole household of Jesse (see 1 Sam. 
16:3). Assemble the people with inter- 
esting and legitimate means. You must 
gather them before you can minister to 
them. 

We suggest the following program for 
your Watch Night service: 

8 p.m.—A reception or stirring mission- 
ary address. Have a reception 
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for an outgoing or returning 

missionary; or whatever fits in 

with the spirit of Watch Night 

that will help you gather people, 

9 p.m.—Theme: Remembering the Pil- 

grimage. 

Service of praise and reading of 
the Scriptures. 

(Continued on page 1024) 








Notes on Open Letters 


A Day of Prayer, 
January 1, in Philadelphia 


The following call to prayer is be- 
ing issued to over twenty interdenomi- 
national missionary societies and Chris- 
tian organizations in the Philadelphia 
area by a group of Christian men whose 
nmames appear at the end of the letter: 

DEAR FRIENDS: 


It is apparent to all who consider 
the nature of things that are happen- 
ing on a world-wide scale, that mighty 
spiritual forces are in operation, all 
of which are directed in relentless hate 
against the Lord and His Christ. Be- 
hind all of these, the powers of hell 
provide the driving force. 

At such a time it is worse than futile 
to attempt to oppose these operations 
with any hope of success, if we our- 
selves fail to use the major means 
which our God has given us with 
which to withstand them, that is, the 
mighty weapon of prayer. A few of 
those who are concerned over this 
matter have been conferring together, 
and have decided to make the attempt 
to rally the people of God in the Phila- 
delphia area for a Day of United 
Prayer and Intercession for the cause 
of Evangelical Missions. It is believed 
that Thursday, January 1, 1953, will 
provide a most favorable opportunity, 
and your earnest co-operation is 
sought. It is proposed that there shall 
be three sessions: 10.30 to 12.30, 2.30 to 
4.30, and 7 to 9, when each organiza- 
tion will be asked to be responsible 
for 15 minutes only, and that the gath- 
erings be convened at the Philadelphia 
Bible Institute, 1800 Arch Street, Phila- 
delphia. 

In the city of Toronto for the past 
three years January first has been 
given to prayer with more than a score 
of missions co-operating. Good attend- 
ance and much blessing marked these 
gatherings, and we trust for good 
things to come of the proposed Phila- 
delphia meetings. 

We trust you and your colleagues 
will be much in prayer for God’s bless- 
ing upon the preliminary arrange- 
ments and for the proposed gatherings 
on New Year’s Day. 

Faithfully yours in the Lord’s service, 

Rev. E. G. Vine, Regions Beyond Mis- 
sionary Union. 

Rev. J. E. Perry, Mexican Indian Mis- 
sion. 

Rev. E. J. Pudney, Unevangelized 

Fields Mission, 

Rev. Douglas McAllister, Unevange- 
lized Fields Mission. 

Rev. Patrick Arnold, West Indies Mis- 
sion, 


Dr. Wm. Mierop, Philadelphia Bible 
Institute, 

Rev. H. M. Griffin, China Inland Mis- 
sion. 
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Looking At Things Unseen 


Seven applications of this truth 
in our daily life 


VERY great truth of God’s revela- 

tion is a road that leads to the celes- 

tial city of the unsearchable riches 
of Christ. And it is one of those truths 
—expressed in 2 Corinthians 4:18—that 
I want to pass on to you this morning: 
“While we look not at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen 
are temporal; but the things which are 
not seen are eternal.” 

I believe that, rightly understood, 
every book of the Bible is centered 
around this truth of the seen and the 
unseen world. The secret of Christian 
living and service is to understand that 
we live in these two worlds. As you 
remember, one book of the Bible is 
given over specially to this world that 


is seen. The key word in it is “under 
the sun.” In the Book of Ecclesiastes, 
the man who had more oppcrtunity to 


enter into all that the world offers than 
any human being who ever lived writes 
his experience. There is no one that has 
exceeded Solomon in wisdom, wealth, 
honor, position, power, pleasure, art, 
knowledge. You remember Solomon 
tells how he tried all the things of this 
world, and in the opening chapters he 
lists all the things that come “under the 
sun.” He was a master in all those fields, 
He had absolutely everything that could 
satisfy the hearts of men. Solomon had 
all of these modern things that attract 
young people and his verdict was “all 
is vanity.” This was a picture of things 
under the sun. There are puzzling things 
in Ecclesiastes, but can be under- 
stood if we remember it is written as 
“under the sun”—the living of our lives 
in the light of the world that is seen. 
This is the way people are living today 
—judging all things from the standpoint 
of the things that can be seen. It is sad 
to say, but many Christians and Chris- 
tian leaders are adopting a philosophy 
of life like this, 
Another Picture of the Two Worlds 
There is another book in the Bible 
that gives a picture of the world that 
is seen, and also of the world that is un- 
In the first two chapters of Job 


they 


seen. 
we have the veil drawn aside. Satan 
was saying to God: “You can never get 
a human being to love You for Your- 


self!” God shows him Job. Satan sneers 
and says, “Why, anybody would serve 
You if You do what You have done for 
Job!” You remember what follows. Now, 
what is the significance of all that? 
Satan is saying, “You will never get 
anybody to love You for Yourself, but 
only for what You give them!” Suppose 


Job had listened in on that conversation 


By the late ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 


Through the kindness of Mrs. Mc- 
Quilkin, the Editors are glad to share 
this message from the beloved for- 
mer president of Columbia Bible 
College, which has not heretofore 
been published. It was given by Dr. 
McQuilkin as a chapel message on 
May 27, 1948. 








Do you think it would have made any 
difference? Job had an experience that 
none of us need have. What a differ- 
ence if he had known that his experi- 
ences were connected with this great 
conflict between God and Satan, in the 
unseen world. 

If I am to understand suffering, dis- 
couragement, disappointment, and afflic- 
tion, it is only explained by linking the 
present world with the unseen, eternal 
world. To think that Job did not know 
that every pain and anguish was work- 
ing out the purpose of God! This was 
not “under the sun.” We have the secret 
of the meaning of suffering, persecution, 
poverty. In the world you are to have 
these, but “be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.” 

There are two men Bible that 
are outstanding examples of men who 


in the 


saw this unseen world: Elisha in the 
Old Testament, and Paul in the 
New. ... 


Paul’s ministry started with a heavenly 
vision. His eyes opened and he 
saw the Lord Jesus Christ. His whole 
life was sustained by the vision of the 
unseen world. First, he saw the Lord. 
Then he came to Jerusalem, and the 
Lord appeared to him and said He would 
send him to the Gentiles. He argued 
with the Lord, and explained how well 
equipped he was to witness to the Jews. 
But the Lord did not argue: He said, 
“Depart: for I will send thee far hence 
unto the Gentiles” (Acts 22:21). Suppose 
Paul had had his own choice! Again, 
he was directed into Europe, another 
great crisis step. Then the Lord ap- 
peared to encourage him in Corinth and 
to have him continue there. As he goes 
from place to place, Paul is going for- 
ward with very practical things here, 
but always living in the unseen world. 
He was caught up into the third heaven, 
This gives a little glimpse of what hap- 
pens when we go to be with the Lord. 
He saw things that could not be put into 
human words, 

When Paul was a prisoner in Jeru- 
salem, he doubtless thought his ministry 
was over. Then the Lord appeared again 
and said, “Be of good cheer!” What 
encouragement did our Lord give Paul? 


were 


Did he say, You have suffered enough for 
Me now? I am going to give you a nice 
automobile—an easy place—great crowds 


at your meetings, and many will be 
saved? No, the Lord said, As you have 


witnessed and suffered here in Jerusa- 
lem, you are going to Rome to testify 
of Me there. That was the greatest thing 
he could have said to Paul. He was go- 
ing to finish his course at Rome. As you 
go out, young people, you will at times 
be disappointed and discouraged. But 
the only thing that will need to concern 


you is: Am I pleasing the Lord? Am 
I really finishing my course? Am I in 


His will? 

Paul was the most practical of men 
He took notice of all that was happen- 
ing in the world. He saw the Philippian 
jailer about to commit suicide and saved 
his life. He was the one who directed 
matters in the shipwreck. He was the 
one who noticed that the sailors were 
seeking to escape. He was the one who 
gathered sticks to make the fire. How 
human he was! He wrote to Timothy 
about the parchments and the books and 
his cloak. Paul’s feet were on the 
ground, and yet he lived by the heavenly 
vision. We ought to be like Paul in this 
definite connection between our practical 
touch with the things of this world, 
while at the same time we are looking 
at the things that are not seen. 

The Application to Our Own Experience 

Now I want to mention several appli- 
cations of this truth to our own experi- 
ence. 

1. We have seen that 
meeting suffering and 
for yourself and for others, is to look 
at this unseen, eternal world. The 
nificance of all suffering here and of 
all Christian experiences here is the rela- 
tion of those experiences to that unseen 
world and that heavenly’ conflict 
Whether we understand it or not, Christ, 
in working out His purpose, is working 
all these things together toward that end 

2. The secret of victory in Christ, of 
joy and peace and power and victory in 
temptation, is found in this reality of the 
unseen, spiritual world. The life of 
what we call surrender and faith is 
linked with this great fact that we have 
died and our life is hid with Christ in 
God. Why are we seeking life in the 
things of the world that are seen, when 
our real life is hid with Christ in 
God? We are to seek the things that 
are above, not the things that are on the 
earth. 

3. Our atitude toward money and the 
material things of earth is settled 
ever in this message concerning the un- 


the secret of 


discouragement, 


sig- 


for- 
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Seen world. Young people, remember 
that you are laying up treasure in 
Heaven; you are to be rich toward God. 
If we own all the riches of the unseen 
world, in Christ, why need we think of 
seeking for money or fame? 

4. If I am looking at that unseen world, 
I will be very reverent and full of awe. 
Many speak lightly about the mighty 
God. Sometimes ycung people are 
tempted to say clever, smart things about 
sacred matters. Let us not talk lightly 
about God. Keep away from wisecrack- 
ing and irreverence, for this also is 
“worldliness.” As this unseen, eternal 
world is real we will be very reverent 
in all things pertaining to God and His 
worship. We see people in church with 
their eyes wandering here and there dur- 
ing prayer. We see women using their 
compacts during prayer. We see mem- 
bers of the choir fingering their music 
during the sermon. All of these things 
are evidence that the things that are 
seen are occupying the mind and atten- 
tion of those who are supposed to be 
worshiping. 

5. If we look at the things that are 
seen, we will not be afraid to trust God 
for the impossible. Do not be afraid of 
the supernatural. On the other hand, do 
not be presumptuous, claiming super- 
natural things that are not real. Let us 
expect the miracle power of God to work 
in and through us, 

6. I want to close by setting before you 
two great goals presented in the New 
Testament, and in the whole Bible. First 
is the goal that concerns us individually, 
The great goal of the New Testament 
revelation is my union with Christ. 
God’s purpose is that we might be con- 
formed to the image of Christ. 

7. But God’s goal is not just His in- 
dividual plan for me and millions of 
others. All creation and all of God's 
working is moving toward that final goal 
of a corporate Kingdom of God. This 
is the theme of the Revelation, the last 
book of the Bible. This is the glorious 
consummation. God is now building His 
Body. That Body is to be the Bride of 
Christ. Again that consummation is pic- 
tured as the city of God. The consum- 
mation of this age centers around the 
return of Christ to the earth. What does 
this second coming of Christ mean to 
you? You may go to the mission field 
and find it hard and discouraging. You 
see evil growing in various nations. Pro- 
fessing Christians are turning away from 
God. There are fightings without and 
fears within. But as you look net at the 
things which are seen, but at the things 
which are unseen your eyes will look 
forward to this grand and glorious con- 
summation. You will see that all of 
these sufferings and experiences God is 
using toward that great consummation. 

The right view of how this consumma- 
tion is to be brought about will greatly 
affect our Christian ministry. , , . 

We are expecting that universal peace 
will come and that righteousness will 
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prevail when Christ returns in person 
to reign with His saints for an extended 
period, over the earth, before the final 
consummation of the new heaven and 
the new earth. There are those who 
say that all the prophecies of the Old 
Testament are to be fulfilled spiritually. 
To offset that teaching some go to the 
other extreme and consider that all the 
prophecies must be fulfilled literally. If 
we catch this vision of the unseen, eter- 
nal world and realize the vital connec- 
tion between that unseen, eternal world 
and the things that are seen, the ex- 
pectation of the coming of the Kingdom 
of God will be a very vital, real thing 
for us, 

There is the mystery of our resurrec- 
tion body. How wonderfully this links 
together the two worlds! We shall have 
a spiritual body, but it will be actually 
a body. Heaven is a place, not merely 
a state or a condition. So there is a 
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relation between our bodies here on 
earth and our heavenly bodies when our 
union with Christ is complete; so there 
is a true relation between the present 
world and the governments of this world 
and that unseen, eternal world. The 
millennial age is a foretaste of the com- 
pletion of the Kingdom of God. It will 
be a new manifestation of the Kingdom 
of God on earth, preparing the way for 
that great day when Christ will turn 
back the Kingdom to God, the Father, 
and redemption’s plan will be complete. 
Let us then live and serve in the light 
of these two great goals—the individual 
goal of our union with Christ and the 
ultimate goal of God’s Kingdom. 
When we look not at the things that 
are seen, but at the things that are un- 
seen, we shall then have a clear vision 
of the things that are seen, of their 
relation one to another, and of their 
relation to the unseen, eternal things. 


Notes on Matthew's Gospel 


By ERNEST GORDON 


These are the first of a series of exegetical comments on Matthew’s Gos- 

pel, similar to those published in 1951 and 1952 on John’s Gospel. This 

present installment will be found useful with the coming Christmas 

lesson, which is in Matthew. Later installments of these Notes will be 

published through the first quarter of 1953, when the International Uni- 
form Lessons will continue in Matthew’s Gospel 


ATTHEW 1:1.—The book of the 

generation of Jesus Christ. This is 
another intimation of the parallel be- 
tween the first and second creations, The 
Gospel of Matthew, in these opening 
words, follows the phraseology of Gene- 
sis as the Gospel of John does, “These 
are the generations of the heavens and 
of the earth. . . . This is the book of 
the generations of Adam” (Gen. 2:4; 5:1), 
“The book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ” suggests a new creation, a Sec- 
ond Adam, 

The words, “son of Abraham” and “son 
of David,” in the genealogy refer to the 
two covenants, the covenant of the Land 
and the covenant of the King. 


Matthew 1:17.—All the generations 
from Abraham to David .. . from David 
until the carrying away into Babylon 
... from the carrying away . , . unto 
Christ, These three groups were asso- 
ciated each with a major prophecy of 
Christ’s coming—the prophecy to Abra- 
ham, that in him should all the nations 
of the earth be blessed; the prophecy of 
2 Samuel 7, that the throne of David 
should be established forever (repeated 
seven times as the promise to Abra- 
ham was cast in separate form, Gen. 
12:2, 3, and its repetition to Jacob in 
Gen. 28); and the prophecy of the Sev- 
enty Weeks of Daniel 9:24, also in sep- 
arate form. 

The birth narrative of Luke 1 reflects 
these three prophecies: 


In thee shall all Blessed is the fruit 
the families of the of thy womb (Luke 
earth be blessed (Gen. 1:42); all generations 
12:2, 3). shall call me blessed 

(v. 48); as he spake 
to our fathers, to 
Abraham, and to his 
seed for ever (v. 55). 

Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel (v. 68); 
the oath which he 
sware to our father 
Abraham (v 73) 
This Benedictus is an 
affirmation of the 
mercy promised to 
our fathers in re- 
membrance of His 
holy covenant. 


And thine house He shall be great, 
and thy kingdom and shall be called 
shall be established the Son of the High- 
for ever before thee: est; and the Lord 
thy throne shall be God shall give unto 
established for ever him the throne of his 
(2 Sam. 7:16). father David: and he 

shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his 
kingdom there shall 
be no end (vs. 32, 33). 


To finish the trans- And thou shalt call 
gression, and to make his name JESUS: 
an end of sins, and for he shall save his 
to make reconcilia- people from their sins 


tion for iniquity, ... (Matt. 1:21) 

and to anoint the That holy thing 

most Holy .. . shall which shall be born 

Messiah be cut off of thee shall be 

(Dan, 9:24, 26). called the Son of 
God (v. 35). 


Unto you is born 
this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the 
Lord (Luke 2:11). 
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Lesson for December 14 


Matthew 1:20.—For that which is con- 
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. Jesus 
is called the Son of God some forty-five 
times in the New Testament. Other 
names applied to him, such as the “only 
Begotten Son,” the “image of God,” 
“the Lord of Glory,” number one hun- 
dred and ten; but “son of Joseph,” three 
times only, and then merely as member 
of Jcseph’s household and supposed son. 
When the Jews accused Jesus of being 
born out of wedlock, He replied, “I pro- 
ceeded forth and came from God,” add- 
ing, “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 
8:42, 58). 

Was Joseph the father of that Son 
who was before Abraham? Jesus did 
not say so, but when the high priest 
adjured Him by the living God to state 
whether He was the Son of God, He 
did answer on oath in the affirmative, 
according to the law in Leviticus 5:1. 
No reference to Joseph was at that time 
made, 

Paul says he was “born of a woman,” 
not of a man and woman. The birth 
narratives are found in all the early 
manuscripts. The Saviour came in such 
a fitting and beautiful way and in one 
so free from indelicacies, that it can be 
taught and preached without reserve. 
Not so in the Greek mythologies. One 
cannot think of Leda, or Danae, after 
their amours, as singing, “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my saviour.” 

Matthew 1:21.—And she shall 
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS. She—thou. Joseph named the 
child Mary bore. In Luke 1:31, it is 
Mary who was to name the child “Jesus.” 
This is in harmony with the genealogies 
—in Matthew of the royal line, in Luke 
of the blood line. Joseph appointed his 
heir and royal successor, as he had no 
child of his own: Mary named her child 
as the single living parent. 

Messiah’s name was foretold under 
many titles in the Old Testament— 
Shiloh, Emmanuel, the Prince of Peace, 
the Branch, the Desire of All Nations— 
but not till the angel announced to His 
mother His true name, “JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their sins,” 
was there any distinct intimation of this 
name. Some think that the name was 
kept secret in order that it might not 
be assumed by pretenders before the 
Lord Himself came. 

Matthew 2:6.—And thou Bethlehem in 
the land of Juda, So-called to distin- 
guish it from Bethlehem in Zebulon 
(Josh, 19:15). Jeremiah (26:18) tells us 
that this prophecy of Micah was made 
in the days of Hezekiah. The same mil- 
lennial picture (Isa, 2:1-5) that appears 
before the announcement of Immanuel’s 
birth appears before the announcement 
of the place of his birth in Micah 4:1-5, 

Matthew 2:7—Then Herod, when he 
had privily called the wise men, en- 
quired of them diligently. The great 
prophecy of Messiah’s advent in Daniel 


bring 
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9:24-27 finds unnoticed but obvious ref- 
erence all through the New Testament. 
‘Can ye not discern the signs of the pro- 
phetic juncture” (-kairos), the conver- 
gence of prophecy upon Me as the Mes- 
siah? (Matt. 16:3.) Micah predicted the 
birthplace of the Messiah; Daniel the 
time of His appearing. Herod inquired 
of the Wise Men, not “diligently,” but 
“exactly” (akribos). He is thinking of 
the astronomical interpretation of the 
prophecy and what time the star ap- 
peared, 

He also asks for accurate investigation 
of the time of the young child’s birth 
(exezetasete, cross-questioned closely), 
That the time of the child Jesus’ birth 
was the subject of accurate research is 


clear from the words of verse 16, “slew 
all the children from two years 
old and under, according to the time 


which he had accurately inquired of the 
wise men.” 

In the beginning of Christ’s ministry, 
the unclean spirit in the Capernaum 
synagogue cried out, “I know thee who 
thou art, the Holy One of God” (Mark 
1:24). This echoes Daniel 9:24, “To 
anoint the most Holy.” “I know that 
Messias cometh, which is called Christ,” 
said the Samaritan woman (John 4:25). 
As the word “Messiah” occurs only in 
Daniel 9, this, too, runs back to that 
prophecy—a Samaritan note in the uni- 
versal expectation of Messiah based on 
the expiration of the seventy weeks 

So Peter in his First Epistle (1:10, 
11) speaks of the prophets’ inquiring as 
to what person and to what juncture the 
Spirit of Christ referred when He pre- 
dicted beforehand the sufferings of Mes- 
siah (“shall Messiah be cut off,” Dan. 
9:26). Gabriel’s announcement opened 
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with, “Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people and upon thy holy city” 
(9:24). When the Gospel of Luke opened 
(2:25), it showed us expectant Simeon 
“waiting for the consolation of Israel” 
(thy people) and Anna speaking (2:38) 
“of him to all them that looked for re- 
demption in Jerusalem” (thy holy city) 
Gabriel in Daniel 9:27 had predicted the 
end of sacrifice in the Temple. “He shall 
make it desolate even until the consum- 
mation, and that determined .” So 
Jesus, in taking leave of His rejecting 
Israel, had said, “Behold, your house 
{that is, the Temple] is left unto you 
desolate” (Matt, 23:38), 

Matthew 2:11.—They presented unto 
him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh. In the prophecy of Messiah's 
coming Kingdom, Isaiah 60:6, the myrrh. 
symbol of death is not mentioned. It 
had no longer significance in the resur- 
rection life and Kingdom. But gold stood 
for royalty, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords, and incense for deity and wor- 
ship of deity. 

Matthew 2:11, 14.—They presented unto 
him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh. .. , He arose, he took the young 
child and his mother by night, and de- 
parted into Egypt. Was there anything 
providential in these gifts? Joseph had 
been warned in a dream to flee from 
Herod into Egypt. Whence should the 
viaticum, the travel costs, come from? 
They had been already provided in the 
gifts of the Magi. With the gold they 
would reach Egypt and pay for the needs 
of the immediate future Myrrh and 
frankincense were light in weight, easily 
concealed, and of great value in Egypt, 
where they were used in embalming the 
dead. 














Suggestions for Your Christmas Giving 











UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers 
may find suggestive the following 
channels for Christmas giving. The list 
includes but a few of the many Chris- 
tian organizations that are worthy of the 
gifts and prayers of God’s people. Any 
complete list would, of course, be too 
large for publication here 
Bible schools, institutes 
rescue missions, and local city 
missions, of which there are a 
many that stand true to the Bible, are 
not included. 

The foreign missionary organizations 
listed below are, for the most part, inter- 
denominational and are believed to be 
true to the old faith. They are generally 


colleges, city 
Jewish 
great 


considered to be independent, faith 
missions, 

Foreign Missionary Societies 
Africa Inland Mission, 375 Carlton Ave., 


Brooklyn 38, N. Y 
Alaska Evangelization Society, P. O. Box 508, 
care W. E. Pietsch, Waterloo, 


Iowa. 


Algiers Mission Band, Dar Naama, El Biar, 
Algiers, North Africa 

American Committee for the Evangelization 
of the Greeks, Inc., 156 Fifth Ave., New York 
City 10. 

American European Bethel Mission, Inc., 252 
N. Dillon St., Los Angeles 26. 
Fellowship for Chris- 
tian Oneness and Evangelization, Ine., 15 
Philipse Place, Yonkers 3, N. Y 

American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York City 10. 


American-European 


Association of Baptists for World Evangel- 
ism, Ine., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2. 


Belgian Gospel Mission, John C. Winston 
and O. Vansteenberghe, Co-Directors: Harry 
J. Jaeger, Treas., 325 N. 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 7. 


Bethel Mission of China, Ine., Kowloon, 


Hong Kong, Shanghai, China. Macao, Indo- 
nesia, and Formosa Send gifts to 249 S. 
Sierra Bonita Ave Pasadena 4, Calif 


Bolivian Indian Mission, 508 Central Ave., 
Plainfield, N. J. 

Borneo Evangelical Missien, 317 Collins St., 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia. 
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Central American Mission, The, 3611 Congress 
Ave., Dallas 19. 


Ceylon and India General Mission, 542 S. 
Dearborn St., Chicago 5. 

China Bible Seminary, Shanghai, China. 
Send gifts to Wm. L. Dumas, Treas., Talla- 
dega, Ala. 

China Inland Mission Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship, 237 W. School Lane, Philadel- 
phia 44. 


Christian and Missionary Alliance, 260 W. 
44th St., New York City 36. 


Christian Missions, Inc., French West In- 
dies, French West Africa, French North Africa, 
and French Canada. Send gifts payable to 
“Christian Missions” to the Rev. Thomas G. 
Clark, Sec.-Treas., 146 N. Seventh St., Pater- 
son 2, N. 

Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Soci- 
ety, 352 Wellington Ave., Chicago 14. 

D. M. Stearns Missionary Fund, S. C. 
Dunkelberger, Sec., 147 W. Schoo! Lane, Phila- 
delphia 44. Channel for funds throughout the 
world. 

Door of Hope Mission of Shanghai, China, 
now working in U.S.A., Manila, P. L, Hono- 
lulu, T. H., and India. Home office, 2900 
Alamo Dr., Orlando, Fla. 


Eastern European Mission, Paul B. Peter- 
son, President, 36 N. Marengo Ave., Pasadena, 
1, Calif. 


Egypt General Mission, Headquarters, 106 
Highbury, New Park, London, N. 5, Eng. U. S. 
Treas., Paul J. Sebastian, P. O. Box 247, Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

European Christian Mission, 1101 E. 35th St., 
Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 


European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc., 811 
Westview Ave., Philadelphia 19. 


Evangelical Alliance Mission, The (formerly 
Scandinavian Alliance Mission), the Rev. 
David H. Jchnson, General Director, 2839 W. 
McLean Ave., Chicago 47. 

Evangelical Foreign Missions Assn., Inc., 408 
Kellogg Bldg., 1422 F St., N. W., Washington 
4, D. C, 

Evangelical Union of South America, 78 W. 
Hudson Ave., Englewood, N. J.; and 135 Isa- 
bella St., Toronto 5, Can. 

Far Eastern Gospel Crusade, Inc., Japan and 
the Philippines, the Rev. Philip E. Armstrong, 
Exec.-Sec., 902 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 3. 

French Bible Mission, I. A. Iversen, Treas., 
American Council, 175 Fifth Ave., New York 
City 10. 

Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief So- 
ciety, Inc., The, 728 Witherspoon Bldg., Wal- 
nut and Juniper Sts., Philadelphia 7. 


Gospel Furthering Fellowship, the Rev. 
George W. Rhoad, Director, Nairobi, Kenya, 
East Africa. Home office, 71 Hillside Rd., 
Wayne P. O., Strafford, Pa., Mrs. Don Dunker- 
ton, Home Sec. 

Gospel Missionary Union, Inc., Africa and 
South America. Send gifts to V. Oliver, 
Treas., 1841 E. 7th St., Kansas City 24, Mo. 

Gospel Recordings Incorporated, Miss Joy 
Ridderhof, Director, 124 Witmer St., Los An- 
geles 26. 

Greek American Missionary Association, Inc., 
88 Tremont St., Boston 8. 

Home of Onesiphorus, orphanages in Hong 
Kong, Lebanon, and The Jordan. Headquar- 
ters, 3939 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago 18. 

Immanuel Mission to Seamen, 1540 Lincoln 
St., Berkeley 3, Calif. 

Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions, The, Dr. J. Gordon Holdcroft, Presi- 
dent, 151 Maplewood Ave., Philadelphia 44. 

Interdenominational Foreign Mission Asso- 
ciation, 1860 Broadway, New York City 23. 
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India Mission, 97 Summit Ave., Jersey City 
4, N. J. 


Iran Interior Mission, Inc. (former'y Faraman 


Industrial School and O:phanage’, Box 4, 
Pasadena 16M, Calif. 
Japan Evangelistic Band, U.S.A., Canada, 


Britain, South Africa, and Japan. Send gifts 
to 1412 N. Kingsley Dr., Los Angeles 27. 


Japan Gospel Fellowship. Headquarters, 3121 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 33. 


Kashmir Fellowship, Naga Boni, Woyil 
Kashmir, India, Miss Alice E. Wishart, D‘rec- 
tor. Send gifts to Miss Margaret W. Haines, 
156 W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44. 


Latin America Mission, Inc., the Rev. R. 
K. Strachan, General Director; the Rev. W. 
L. Thompson, Home Director, 161 Park St., 
Ridgefield Park, N. J. 


Latin American Prayer Fellowship. Send 
gifts to C. C. Lyon, P. O. Box 323M, Pasa- 
dena 17, Calif. 


Layyah A. Barakat Home for Orphan Girls, 
Inc., Abeih, Mt. Lebanor. Syria Send gifts 
to Mrs. Estelle K. Barcliff, T eas., 1501 W. 
Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia 32. 


Liebenzell Mission of the U. 8S. A., Ine., 
Chira, Japan, Caroline and Admiralty Islands. 
Send gifts to Liebenzell Mission, Schooley's 
Mountain, N. J. 


Lost Tribes Evangelistic Furd, Inc., laboring 
among aboriginal tribespeople of French 
Indo-China. Send gifts to the Rev. R. B. 
Cramer, Pres., P. O. Box 365, Sidney, N. Y. 


Luanza Mission, founded by Dan Crawford. 
Gifts may be sent to D M St arns Missionary 
Fund, 147 West School Lane, Philadelphia 44. 


Mexican Indian Mission, Inc., Dr. James G. 
Dale, Founder and Director; Jay E. Prrry, 
Deputation Secretary, 325 N. 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 7. 

Mid-Missions, the General Council of Co- 
operating Baptist Missions -of North America, 
Inc., Room 209, 1120 Chester Ave., Cleveland 
14. 

Mino Mission, Ogaki, Gifu Ken, Japan. Send 
gifts to Harry E. Smith, Sec.-Treas., 139 W. 
Como Ave., Col::mbus 2, Ohio. 


Mission to Or hans, Ine., Box 218. Santa 
Clara, Cuba. Send gifts to Box 275, Wetask- 
iwin, Alberta, Can. 


Missionary Aviation Fellowship, P. O. Box 
708, Los Angeles 53. 


Missionary Prayer League, Inc., 89 Quincy 
St., Brooklyn 38, N. Y. 

Native Preacher Co., Charles E. Gremmels, 
President. 1775 Broadway, New York City 19. 


New Testament Missionary Union, Alex. R. 
Hay, Gen‘ral Superintendent. Send gifts to 
Miss Alma Hoellein, Sec.-Treas., 256 Oak St., 
Audubon 6, N. J. 


North Africa Mission, Dr. George Schmeiser, 
Chairman American Council, 523 Owen Rd., 
Wynnewood, Pa. 


North China Theological Seminary, Ine., 
Wusih, Kiangsu, China. Send gifts to Horace 
G. Hill, Jr., Treas., R.F.D. Berwyn, Chester 
Co., Pa. 


Nyasa Mission, Inc., The, Nyasaland, Brit- 
ish Central Africa. American Sec.-Treas., 
John A. Mawhinney, Jr., 50 W. 50th St., New 
York City 20. 


“One by One’’ Band. Personal work in the 
United Kingdom, India. France. and other 
countries, ‘“The Brook,’’ Lower Howsell, Mal- 
vern Link, Worcester. Eng. American repre- 
sentative, Miss Naomi Light, 1419 Massachu- 
setts St., Lawrence, Kans. 

Oriental Missionary Society, Inc., The, 900 
N. Hobart Blvd., Los Angeles 29. 

Orinoco River Mission, The (Inc.), the Rev. 
Van V. Eddings, D.D., General Director. Home 
office, 30 N. Raymond Ave., Pasadena 1, Calif. 
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Pilgrim, The, a foreign mission agency spon- 
soring missionaries in Japan, Brazil. and 
South Africa, operating on Scriptu:al lines 
E. Schuyler English, Director, 1201 Chestnut 
St., Philadelphia 7. 


Pioneer Mission Agency, Ine., 711 Schaff 
Bldg., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2. 
Ramabai Mukti Mission, Kedgaon, India 


American Council, Box 415, Philadelphia 5 


Reformation Translation Fellowship, trans- 
lating and publishing sound Christian litera- 
ture in “ “¥ J. G. Vos, American Repre- 


sentative, ay Center, Kans. 


Regions Beyond Missionary Union, 8035 Bur- 
holme Ave., Philadelphia 11 


Bible School, the 
Director, 4542 W 


Russian Correspondence 
Rev. Moses H. Gitlin, 
Wrightwood, Chicago 39. 


Russian Missionary Service, the Rev. IL V 
Neprash. 6225 Morton St.. Philadelphia 44. 


Slavic Gospel Association, Ine., the Rev. 
Peter Devneka, Gen. Dir., 2434 N. Kedzie Blvd., 
Chicsgo 47 

Slavie Missionary Society, Ine., the Rev 
Robt. H. Purrow P esident, 5537 N. Glen 
wood Ave., Chicago 40 

Soldiers’ and Gospel Mission of South Amer- 
ica, Wm. M 
dress. 378 N 
Paterson 2, N. J 


Strong. Director; American ad 
Eleventh St., Prospect Park 


South Africa Gen*ral Mission, Inc., 108 Pros- 
pect Park, West, Brooklyn 15, N. Y. 
Mission, Imne., 1404 
3each, Fla 


South America Inditn 
Forsythe St., West Palm 
South China Boat Mission, P. O. Bow 428, 
Chicago 90 

South Sea Evangelical Mission. Send gifts 
to D. M. Stearns Missionary Fund, 147 W 
School Lane, Philadelphia 44 

Sudan Interior Mission, Inc., 405 Huron St, 
Toronto 5, Can.; and 164 W. 74th St., New 
York City 23. 


Sudan United Mission, 14 Park Road, To- 
ronto 5, Can.; and 89 Quincy St., Brooklyn 
38, N. Y. 


working 
American 
Townsend, 


Thonon Evangelistic Mission, 
among Roman Catholics in France 
Thonon Committee, Norman S 
Chairman, East Greenwich, R. IL. 


Ukrainian Missionary and Bible Society, Inc., 
The, 523-527 20th St. West, Saskatoon, Sask 
Can 


Unevangelized Fields Mission, Inc., laboring 
in South America, West Indies, Belgian Congo, 
New Guinea. and Java, 1150 N. 68rd _ St, 
Philade:phia 21 

United Aborigines Mission, 49 Elizabeth St., 
Melbourne, C. 1, Victoria, Australia 

“Voice of the Andes” (S‘ation HCJB) 
Quito, Ecuador, S. A. American address, P. O. 
Box 3590. Flushing 52, L. L, N. ¥ 


Mission, the Rev. Elmer V 
Route }, Homer City, Pa 


West Indies 
Thompson, Director, 


Woman's Union Missionary Society of Amer- 
ica, 45 Astor Place. Room 316, New York 
City 3 

World Dominion Movement, Inc., 156 Fifth 
Ave.. New York City 10 
Fellowship of Slavic Evangelical 
John M. Sergey, Gen 
Chicago 13 


World 
Christians, the Rev. 
Dir., 3205 N. Clark St., 

World Wide Prayer and Missionary Union, 
Inc., William A. Paul, Sec., 4714 N. Spauld- 
ing Ave.. Chicago 25. 

Wycliffe Bible 
Nyman, Sec.-Treas., 

Zenana Bible and Medical Mission, 146 Cot- 
tingham St., Toronto 5, Can, 


Translators, Inc., Wm. G 
Box 870, G'endale 5, Calif. 
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Lesson for December 14 


Miscellaneous 


All Nations Evangelistic Fellowship, P. O. 


Box 48, Canandaigua, N. Y. 


America Inland Mission, Inc., Gentry, Ark. 


American Association for Jewish Evangelism, 
Inc., Box 585, Winona Lake, Ind. 


American Bible Society, 450 Park Ave., New 
York City 22. 
10920 Michi- 


American Home Bible League, 


gan Ave., Chicago 28. 

American Inland Mountain Mission, Box 87, 
Corbin, Ky. 
Opening Closed 
Buffalo 9, 


American Mission for 
Churches, Inc., 1179 Delaware Ave 
N. Y 

American Prophetic League, Inc., The (dis- 
tributors of Bible study material), Box BB, 
le Rock Station, Los Angeles 41. 








American Rural Mission, Inc., Box 21, St. 
Paul 2, Minn 

American Scripture Gift Mission, Inc., Wil- 
liam H. Richie, Executive Secretary, Heid 


Building, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 7. 


American Sunday-School Union. 1816 Chest- 
nut St., Phi'adelphia 3. Founded 1817 to es- 
tablish ard maintain Sunday schools, and to 


publish and circulate moral and religious pub- 
lieations 

American Tract Society, 21 W. 46th St., New 
York City 36. 


Best Seller Publicity ‘Bible-text posters in 
trectcars, busses, and on billboards), 189 W. 
Madison St., Chicago 2 

Bible Club Movement, Ine., 1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia 2. 

Bible Crusaders, Inc., The ‘Scripture bill- 


public display, and 
30x 777, Seattle 11. 


927 S&S. 


boards and placards for 
Bible-text stickers!, P. O 
Bible House of Los Angeles, Inc., 
Westmoreland Ave Los Angeles 6. 

Bible Meditation League, P. O. Box 1957, Co- 
lumbus 16, Ohio 

Bible Memory Association, Inc., P. O. Box 
516, Wel!lston Sta., St. Louis 12. 

Biblical Research Society, 4005 Verdugo Rd., 
Los Angeles 65 

Big Brother Tract Band, The, Box 888, Akron 
9, Ohio 
Library (for the Blind, 
Richmond 20, Va 
Sunday School Mission, Inc., 222 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can.; 
send gifts through the 
‘y Fund, 147 W. School 


Braille Circulating 
704 West Grace S* 

Canadian 
Portage Ave., 
American friends may 
D. M. Stearns Missiona 
Lane, Philadelphia 44. 


Chicago Bible Society, 35 E. Wacker Drive, 
Chicago 1 
working in 
Israel; the 
816-818 In- 


Chicago Hebrew Mission, Inc., 
other U. S. cities, and Jerusalem, 
Rev. Milton B. Lindberg, Supt., 
dependence Blvd., Chicago 24. 


Fellowship, Inc., Interna- 
Pacific Palisades, Calif. 


Child Evangelism 
tional, P. O. Box 637, 


Children’s Bible Mission, Inc., Box 1137, 
Lakeland, Fla. 
Children’s Gospel Hour, Inc., The (giving 


the Gospel to boys and girls by radio over 97 
Stations), Henry C. Geiger, Director, Living- 
ston, Tenn. 

Christ for America (Evangelistic Campaigns), 
Horace F. Dean, President. Headquarters, 542 


S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5. 


Christ’s Mission, Inc. (reaching Roman Cath- 


olics with the Gospel), Dr. Walter M. Mon- 
tano, Exec. Dir., 160 Fifth Ave., New York 
City 10. 


Christian Association for the Blind, Inc., 430 
E. 14lst St.. New York City 54. 

Christian Jail Workers, Inc., P. O. Box 2333, 
Los Angeles 53. 
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Christian Mission to Churchless Communi- 
ties, the Rev. Homer Stanley Morgan, Presi- 
dent, Room 805, 140 Nassau St., New York 
City 38. 

Christian Service Brigade (for boys), 542 S. 


Dearborn St., Chicago 5 

Colportage Ministry, Moody Bible Institute, 
820 N. La Salle St., Chicago 10. Distributes 
Scripture portions and other Gospel literagure 
in prisons, hospitals, ruial schools, home and 
foreign mission fields, and to Army and Navy 
personnel. 

Cook Christian Training School (Bible school 
for Indians from many tribes), P. O. Box 7158, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

Dallas Theological Seminary. Independent, 
and denominationally unrelated. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, Founder and President (1924-52); C. F. 
Lincoln, Th.D., Treas., 3909 Swiss Ave., 
Dallas 4. 

Day School Gospel League, 53 Millwood Rd., 
Toronto 12, Can. 

Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
434 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5. 

Faith Theological Seminary, Elkins Park, 
Philadelphia 17. Fundamental and premillen- 
nial. Ro!and K. Armes, Treas., 151 Maplewood 
Ave., Philadelphia 44. 

Gideons International, The, a Christian Busi- 
nessmen’s Association, 212 E. Superior St., 
Chicago 11. 

Gospel Witness to the Deaf, Inc., Julius K. 
Hoffmann, Dir., P. O. Box 1097, Minneapolis 1, 

Great Commission Prayer League, 808 N. La- 
Salle St., Chicago 10. 


Hebrew Christian Alliance of America, 100 
W. Chicago Ave., Chicago 10. 


Hebrew Christian Fellowship, Inc., 1643-47 
Chew Ave., Philadelphia 41. 

Hiawatha Land Independent Baptist Mis- 
sions, Inc., 1910 First Ave. South, Escanaba, 
Mich. 


High School Evangelism Fellowship, Inc., 


15 Park Row, New York City 38 

International Board of Jewish Missions, Inc., 
Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President, P. O. Box 
1256, Atlanta 1. 


International Hebrew Christian Alliance, 
4919 N. Albany Ave., Chicago 25. 


Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship and Stu- 


dent Foreign Missions Fellowship, 1444 N. 
Astor, Chicago 10; 30 St. Mary St., Toronto 5, 
Can. 

Keswick Colony of Mercy, Keswick Grove, 
N. J 

Message to Israel, Inc., The Rev. Coulson 
Shepherd, Director, Box 682, General P. O., 


New York City 1. 

Million Testaments Campaigns, 
Race St., Philadelphia 2 

Miracle Book Club, Ine. ‘organizing Bible 
study units for the youth of the world), Mrs. 
E. M. McClusky, President, 50 Avery Drive, 
N. E., Atlanta 5. 

Mission to the Migrants, Inc., 2007 W. 78th 
Place, Los Angeles 47. 


Inc., 1505 


National Home Missions Fellowship, Lyle 
Anderson, Sec.-Treas., 1179 Delaware Ave., 


Buffalo 9. 

Navajo Bible School and Mission, 
A. Clark, Treas., Window Rock, Ariz. 

Navajo Gospel Mission, Berlyn H. and Edith 
M. Stokely, Directors, Oraibi, Ariz. 

New England Fellowship of Evangelicals, 9 
Park St., Boston 8. 

New York Bible Society, 5 E. 48th St., New 
York City 17. 

Northern Canada Evangelical 
Meadow Lake, Sask., Can 

Northwest Mountain Mission, Inc., Harold A. 
De Groff, Superintendent, Box 421, Boise, 
Idaho. 


Howard 


Mission, Inc., 
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with 
1444 


Nurses Christian Fellowship (affiliated 
the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowsl.ip), 
N. Astor St., Chicago 10 

Oak Hills Fellowship, Ine., J. C. Schreiber, 
Supt., Bemidji, Minn. 


Old Fashioned Revival Hour, Gospel Broad- 
casting Association, Charles E. Fuller, Director, 
P. O. Box 123, Los Angeles 53. 

Philadelphia Bible Society, Inc., The, 911-12, 
Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2 


Pioneer Girls, 53 W. Jackson Blvd., Chi- 
cago 4 
Pocket Testament League, Inc., The, Al- 


fred A. Kunz, Exec. Director. New York of- 
fice, 156 Fifth Ave., New York City 10; Phila- 
delphia office, 720 Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St 
Philadelphia 2. 

Prayer League, Inc. (for the evangelization 
of Roman Catholics), P. O. Box 31, Bushwick 
Station, Brooklyn 21, N. Y. 

Railway Mission of North America, The, 
26 Eastbourne Crescent, Mimico, Toronto 14; 
or 29 Elam Place, Buffalo 14. 
special- 
“isms” 


Religion Analysis Service, Inc. (a 
ized ministry for the exposing of false 


within Christendom, and the winning of 
souls), 902 Hennepin Ave., Minneapoii 3, 
M nn 


Rural Bible Crusade National, J. H. Kornel- 
sen, Exec. Sec., Box 269, Wheaton, II! 


Rural Home Missionary Association, Ine... 107 
W. Jefferson St., Box 135, Morton, Il 


School Bag Gospel League, Charles E. Grem- 
mels, President, Room 729, 1775 Broadway, 
New York City 19 

Scripture Memory Mountain Mission, Gar- 
land D. Franklin, Director, Emmalena, Ky 


Shantymen’'s Christian Association of North 
America, 14 Spadina Rd., Toronto 4, Can 


Southern Highland Evangel, Inc., Matewan, 


W. Va 

Sunday School Times Gift Subscription 
Fund. To send The Sunday School Times to 
those at home and abroad who are unable to 
pay for it. The Sunday School Times, 325 
N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia 5. 


Tennessee Mountain Mission, Inc., The, Box 


45, Dayton, Tenn 
Truth for Students and Service Men. To 
provide students and servicemen with litera- 


ture showing that up-to-date scholarship and 
science corroborate the Bib'e, A. D. Weir, Gen. 


Sec., 424 N. Tenth St., Corvallis, Oreg. 
evangelization of 


Utah Gospel Mission (for 


Mormons), 9277 Amesbury Ave., Cleveland 6. 

Victorious Life Testimony, Ine., 711 Schaff 
Bldg., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2. 

Victory Sky Pilots, Inc., Box 411, Winona 
Lake, Ind. 

Western Canada Mission to the Jews (Cana- 


dian Branch, American Association for Jewish 
Evangelism), 158 Aikins St., Winnipeg, Mani- 
itoba, Can 

Woman's Christian Temperance Union, Na- 
tional, 1730 Chicago Ave., Evanston, II. 


Young Life Campaign, Star Ranch, Colo- 
rado Springs, Colo 

Youth for Christ International, Inc., 220 W. 
Monroe St., Chicago 6. 

Youth Gospel Crusade, Ine., 221 Liberty Bldg., 
Wheaton, IIl. 


ig 


What nicer Christmas card could that 
friend or relative receive than a Sunday 
School Times Gift Card telling him that 
the paper will come to him as your gift 
for fifty-two weeks? Rates will be found 
on page 1027. 
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DECEMBER 14. JESUS DISPELS FEAR 


Matthew 14; printed text, verses 22-33 


Golden Text.—Be of good cheer; it is 1; be not afraid.—Matt. 14:27 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 14:22 And straightway Jesus constrained his dis- 
ciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other 


side, while he sent the multitudes away. 


23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up 
into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was 


come, he was there alone. 


24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed 


with waves: for the wind was contrary. 


25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto 


them, walking on the sea. 


26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 
they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; 


for fear. 


27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of 


good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HERE are several Herods men- 
tioned in the New Testament, and 
we should be able to distinguish 
them, 

The Herod of the time of the birth of 
our Lord, and who massacred the in- 
fants of Bethlehem, was Herod the Great. 
He had the royal title, King of Judaea, 
from 37 B.C. to A.D. 4. 

Herod Archelaus succeeded his father, 
with the title of ethnarch. He ruled in 
Judaea, for which reason Joseph did not 
settle in Bethlehem after the return from 
Egypt (Matt, 2:22), 

Herod Antipas was a brother of Arche- 
laus, and became tetrarch of Galilee, 
holding that position to A.D. 39. He is 
the Herod who imprisoned and beheaded 
John the Baptist, and whom our Lord 
called “that fox” (Luke 13:32). He held 
a mock trial of Jesus (Luke 23:6-11). 

Herod Agrippa I rose from disgrace 
to the royal title and a wide dominion. 
Favors were bestowed upon him by two 
emperors, Caligula and Claudius. Un- 
like the earlier Herods, he had Jewish 
blood, and espoused the Jewish cause. 
He enters the New Testament scene as 
persecutor of the church, slaying James 
and imprisoning Peter (Acts 12:1-3). He 
died of a horrible disease (v. 23) in A.D, 
44, 

His son, Herod Agrippa II, also rose 
in imperial favor and gained the royal 
title. He heard Paul (Acts 25: 13 to 26: 32), 
and would have freed him, but Paul’s 
appeal to the emperor was already filed. 
He lived to a good age, and died in A.D. 
100. The Agrippas, in some respects, 
were the best of the Herods, but shared 


28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, 


bid me come unto thee on the water. 
29 And he said, Come. 


And when Peter was come down 


out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. 


30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid: 
and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. 


31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and 


caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, where- 


fore didst thou doubt? 


ceased. 


and they cried out 


32 And when they were come into the ship, the wind 


33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped 
him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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many of the Herodian vices. They were 
all cruel, cunning, ambitious, and most 
of them thoroughly immoral. 

It is Herod Antipas who figures in the 
chapter cf our lesson, 

Verse by Verse 

Matt. 14:22—‘“Jesus constrained his 
disciples ... while he 
sent the multitudes away.” It was a 
delicate matter to send away a crowd 
intent on staying. The presence of the 
disciples might not have been too help- 
ful at that point, but Jesus’ wisdom was 
equal to the task. 

Verse 23.—“He went up ... to pray: 
and... was there alone.” Another rea- 
son, if not the chief reason, for sending 
away the disciples. The prayer life of 
our Lord is a revelation of His stoop to 
our frame. and also of His devction to 
the Father. Prayer meetings and fam- 
ily prayers do not take the place of pri- 
vate prayer. 

Verse 24—“But the ship was 
tossed with waves: for the wind was 
contrary.” Contrary winds are no indi- 
cation that we are out of the will of 
God. He has not promised us a smooth 
voyage. Jesus sent them—into a storm. 

Verse 25.—‘“And in the fourth watch 

_, Jesus went unto them, walking on 
the sea.” In coming to them, He entered 
the very situation which was disturb- 
ing them. The wind blew against Him, 
the waves raged around Him, “In all 
their affliction he was afflicted.” and the 
rest of the verse holds for the rest of 
the story (Isa. 63:9). 

Verse 26.—“They were troubled, say- 
ing. It is a spirit.” This is not the usual 
word for spirit (pneuma), but phan- 
tasma, an apparition. Bruce calls this 
statement of the disciples ‘a little touch 
of sailor superstition.” Remember that 


to go before... 


the disciples were still “babes,” not yet 
full-orbed apostles. 

Verse 27.—“Be of good cheer; it is I; 
be not afraid.” Terse phrases were 
needed in this situation to penetrate 
the frightened minds. Notice that good 
cheer and freedom from fear are cen- 
tered in the person of Christ. 

Verse 28.—“Lord, if it be thou, bid 
me come unto thee on the water.” Only 
Peter could have thought of that! But 
see the beauty of it: let that which 
separates us become a highway to bring 
me to Thee! 

Verse 29.—“Come, . . . He walked on 
the water, to go to Jesus.” The Lord 
allows many a project that seems foolish 
to men. Notice that Peter actually did 
walk on the water. If our goal is Christ, 
nothing can stand in the way. 

Verse 30.—‘He was afraid .. . Lord. 
save me.” It was just as boisterous 
when he started out, but then his eyes 
were on the Lord. When he began to 
pay attention to the waves the panic 
seized him. But he knew where to 
turn in the hour of need. 

Verse 31—“‘O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt?” Peter 
had a grand opportunity to demonstrate 
the victorious life, but fear drove out 
faith, and a rebuke was in order. Yet 
Peter did more than many of us, who 
will not venture at all. 

Verse 32.—‘And when they were come 
into the ship, the wind ceased.” From 
the point where Jesus rescued the 
sinking Peter, both walked back together 
on the water, through the storm, 

Verse 33.—“Then they . . . worshipped 
him, saying , . . thou art the Son of 
God.” This demonstration of sovereign 
authority over the elements awakened 
the minds of the disciples to perceive 
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Jesus accepted wor- 
(Rev. 


His divine nature. 
ship, which even angels refused 
19:10; 22:8 9). 

The Heart of the Lesson 


It is commonly thought among Chris- 
tians that so long as we are in the will 


of God, everything will go smoothly 
for us. This is quite wrong. We need 
storms. We need the discipline of the 
storm. We need the exercise of faith 


which the storm evokes. We need the 
experience of the faithfulness and suffi- 
ciency of God which comes in the storm. 
We need the development of character 
which only the storm can bring. The 
Lord sent the disciples ahead—into a 
storm. Rough weather, then, is no in- 
dication that we are out of step. Only 
let us go at His bidding, and then what- 
ever comes, we shall accept as from 
Him. 

Another puzzle to many believers is 
the way the Lord seems to withhold 
Himself from them in the time of diffi- 
culty. The disciples were in the midst 
of the storm, and Jesus did not imme- 
diately come to them. But He had not 
forgotten them, nor was He neglecting 
them. Mark tells us that He “saw them 
toiling in rowing,” and it is certain 
that as He saw them from His place 
of prayer, He did not fail to include 
them in His prayers. So when He seems 
to be withdrawn from us in our conflicts, 
we can be sure that His eye is upon 
us and His mighty intercessicns are en- 
gaged in our behalf. while the apparent 
silence is to teach us to “walk by faith, 
not by sight.” 

Then He came to them—not too early 
to rob them of the needed lessons, not 
too late to bring them the needed de- 
liverance; and in coming He revealed 
Himself to them as they had not known 
Him before, till “they . . . worshipped 
him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son 
of God.” That is exactly what He does 
for us. His seeming delays are but to 
bring us something better, and to give 
Himself to us in a new and fuller way. 

There were special lessons for Peter 
that day. The psalmist sings, “Thy way 
is in the sea, and thy path in the great 
waters.” How true that was of Jesus 
that day! And then He made it true for 
Peter. The rough waters became Peter’s 
path—to Jesus. True, he stumbled, but 
the Lord’s ready help saved him. The 
Lord’s intention is that these stormy 
passages in our lives should be our high- 
ways to Him, and then they will become 
the path on which He and His trustful 
child walk together, in peace and tri- 
umph, 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. A career terminated (Matt. 14:1-12) 
2. A holiday interrupted (vs, 13-21) 

3. A peril averted (vs, 22-33) 


Topics for Development 


A Historical Parable. From very early 
times Bible students have seen in the 
story of our lesson a picture of the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
7.—Jesus, the Great 


Matthew 13 


10. December 
Teacher 
Next Week's Lesson 


21.—Emmanuel — God 
Matthew 1 


12. December 
With Us 








Church. Here are the main points of 
the interpretation: 

1. As the disciples were sent out to 
sea, so the Church was sent forth by the 
Lord on its agelong mission among the 
nations of the earth. 

2. As the voyage proved stormy and 
hazardous for the disciples, so the course 
of the Church has been perilous and 
tempestuous, 

3. As Jesus saw the labor of the dis- 
ciples from His place on the mountain 
and engaged in prayer for them, so our 
ascended Lord beholds the travail of His 
Church and lifts His mighty intercession 
on her behalf. 

4. As Jesus suddenly appeared to the 
disciples in the darkness of the fourth 
watch, and “immediately the ship was 
at the land” (John 6:21), so He will sud- 
denly appear for His Church, and “the 
great Church victorious shall be the 
Church at rest.” 

Peter. Peter is never ordinary. He 
never acts like an average person. Per- 
haps he needed more discipline because 
of that, but he was at least colorful, and 
the Lord made him into a rock. One 
thing I like about Peter is that he is al- 
ways in a hurry to get near Jesus. A 
boat cannot hold him if the Lord is out 
there on the water or on the shore (John 
21:7). He is eager to be with the Lord, 
and the Lord is always responsive to 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
OW many Herods do we read about 
in the New Testament? 

2. How did John the Baptist’s (1) im- 
prisonment, (2) death, affect the Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

3. How did Jesus react to the interrup- 
tion of His much-needed rest? 

4. How often did the Lord Jesus mi- 
raculously feed a great multitude? 

5. Why did Jesus send His disciples 
away by themselves? 

6. What does hard going indicate with 
reference to the will of God? 

7. Of what can we be sure when we 
are in the midst of storm? 

8. At what point in the incident did 
Jesus calm the storm, and what is signifi- 
cant about that timing of events? 

9. Did Peter really walk on the water, 
or did he sink as soon as he stepped 
overboard? 

10. Of what truth is this story a par- 
able? 

(Answers on page 1022) 
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such eagerness. He will have rebukes 
and disciplines for such a man, but He 
will also have wonderful commissions 
for him, and times of intimate com- 
munion, The Lord was as a powerful 
magnet drawing Peter, and Peter did not 
insert a resistant, but went after Him. 
See Song of Solomon 1:4, 


Personal Applications 

Do not doubt in the storm the leading 
given you on the mountain. 

Your Lord went alone to pray: see that 
you do the same. 

The winds were contrary to your Mas- 
ter: why, then, should the servant com- 
plain? 

Some see “ghosts” in the storm, but 
the true believer sees Christ, 

Leap overboard to go to Jesus, and the 
waves will become a highway. 

Do not let fear spoil what faith began. 


Golden Text 

Matt. 14:27.—“Be of good cheer; it is I; 
be not afraid.” It is really courage rather 
than cheer to which the Lord exhorts 
His disciples. Cheer is the counterpart 
of grief, but courage is the counterpart 
of fear, and it was the latter state in 
which He found them. The presence of 
the Lord Himself is the antidote for fear 
and the bestower of courage. 

ELMHuvRST, ILE, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 


“Unto the Hills Around Do I Lift Up” 
“Will Your Anchor Hold?” 
“Master, the Tempest Is Raging!” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose care and goodness give 
us this joyous privilege of Christian wor- 
ship and Bible study together, we thank 
Thee for the promise of the Saviour’s 
presence with those who gather in His 
name. Make us to know His nearness 
and to hear His voice through the Word 
as we ponder it here today. If any are 
downcast, may they gather new faith, 
strength, and cheer from this hour, and 
may we all be better people and better 
able to meet life’s responsibilities, cares, 
and temptations through having met 
with Thee and Thy people here. Forgive 
us all our sins of evil committed and of 
good omitted. Prosper the preaching of 
the Gospel and all true Christian wit- 
ness everywhere, that many may be 
drawn to Christ. Let Thy special mer- 
cies be granted to all who are in grievous 
trouble, the hungry, the persecuted, the 
sick, the dying, the bereaved, the fallen, 
and the perishing. 

Bring near Thy great salvation, 

Thou Lamb for sinners slain; 


Fill up the roll of Thine elect, 
Then take Thy power, and reign: 


for Thine own name’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—About twenty years 
ago, I was at church one Sunday morn- 
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ing when the preacher spoke on three 
texts from the Gospels in which the Lord 
says, “Be of good cheer,” one of them 
is our Golden Text for today. It was 
in the trying days of the depression 





OUR AVIOUR SO NEAR, 
HOW wWTUPID TO FEAR! 











when many men were unemployed. That 
morning a woman was present who had 
never been in the church before. Her 
husband was out of work and they were 
having a most difficult and disheartening 
time. In a fit of desperation she had 
said to her husband that morning, “I’m 
going to church somewhere,” though 
neither had gone for years. Out she 
went, and into our church she came. 
There she heard the Saviour’s word, “Be 
of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid,” and 
the message based on the text gave her 
new hope. She came back next Sunday 
bringing her husband, and they both 
kept coming and eventually were con- 
verted. Then they were able to face 
their troubles with the Saviour at hand, 
and their very faces showed a spirit of 
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good cheer and hope they had not known 
before. Their time of trouble was the 
time in which and the means by which 
the Lord drew near for their help and 
salvation, 

Life will bring us into storm and stress 
sometimes, but be sure then to listen 
for the Saviour’s voice, “Be of good 
cheer; it is I; be not afraid.” As He 
quieted the fears of the disciples in the 
night of the storm, as He saved the sink- 
ing Peter, as He calmed the troubled 
sea, so will He remove our fears, bring- 
ing us through every danger and trial 
by His delivering power. 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 

w 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“While he sent the multitudes away” 
(Matt. 14:22). —After sending them away, 
He went up the mountain “apart to 
pray.” We must live with “the multi- 
tudes,” work with them, and give them 
the Word of God, but there come times 
when we must follow our Lord’s exam- 


WHEN FEARS THEMSELVES ARE AFRAID 
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ple and send them away—that we may 
be alone to pray. If the Lord felt the 
need of solitude for prayer, how much 
more should we? 

“A solitude is the audience-chamber 
of God,” someone has said. “Woe unto 
him that is never alone, and cannot bear 
to be alone.” “The more powerful and 
original a mind, the more it will incline 
towards the religion of solitude.” 

I have read that Hudson Taylor spent 
hours sometimes in silent meditation, 
only occasionally uttering one audible 
word—“God!” As a result, one of the 
greatest missionary movements of mod- 
ern times—the China Inland Mission— 
followed him. 

A pastor was doing some visiting after 
an evangelistic campaign had concluded 
in which scores had been converted. In 
the course of his visits, as he stood by 
the side of an invalid member—whose 
illness gave her time to be apart for 
prayer—he noticed on the bed, a crum- 
pled piece of paper, on which was a 
list of names with niarks opposite them. 
The invalid said: “Pastor, for years I 
have had a list of the unsaved people 
I know: and as I can do nothing else, I 
have just spent time praying God to 
save them. When the special services 
were in progress, and friends came in 
and told me that So-and-so was saved, I 
checked the name off. And, Pastor, 
there is scarcely one left; they are nearly 
all checked off!” 

Dispensaticnally, the Lord’s position 
and occupation on the mountain pictures 
His present session at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high. “He ever liveth 
to make intercession for [us].” 

“But the ship was tossed with 
waves” (Matt. 14:24).—“In the midst of 
the sea [not close to the shore] _._ , the 
wind was [favorable? No] contrary.” 
Having been on a ship in the midst of 
the ocean when the wind was contrary, 
I can appreciate the feelings of those 
disciples. Our storms lasted for days; 
considerable furniture was broken, as 
well as barrels of china. Passengers, 
and even members of the crew, were 
seasick, 

Where is the Christian who has been 
for some time on the voyage of life who 
does not know something of raging seas 
and contrary winds? 

Can a single book of the Bible be 
named that does not contain some ref- 
erence to trial? Many parts are full of 
references to it. In the Psalms, for ex- 
ample. out of one hundred and fifty, 
it is said that in ninety, some allusion 
is made to suffering. Is there any Bible 
character, of whose history we have any 
lengthened account, who was not called 
to endure trouble in some form? Those 
who were Called to fill important roles, 
were generally trained in the school of 
affliction. 

“And in the fourth watch .. . Jesus 
went unto them” (Matt. 14:25). —He had 
not forgotten or forsaken them. Rest 
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assured He had been praying for them. 
Nor does He ever forget us. As He said 
to Israel, He says to us: “Can a woman 
forget her sucking child, that she should 
not have compassion on the son of her 
womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I 
not forget thee” (Isa. 49:15). 

The fourth watch is the time between 
3 and 6 a.m., while the darkness still 
prevails and just before the day dawns. 
The morning star appears at that time; 
and so will Christ come for His Church 
(Rev. 22:16)—not too late, but at the 
proper moment. 

Luther and Melanchthon were talking 
together gloomily about the prospects of 
the Church. They could see no hope of 
deliverance for the frail bark in those 
troubled waters of spiritual darkness. 
The mountainous seas of persecution 
were beating mercilessly against it. All 
of a sudden Luther said to Melanchthon, 
“Come, Philip, let us sing the Forty- 
sixth Psalm, ‘God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth be removed, and though the moun- 
tains be carried into the midst of the 
sea.” How the Lord delivered the 
Church of the Reformation is now a 
matter of history. 

“Be of good cheer; it is I; be not 
afraid” (Matt. 14:27).—Fear is a fright- 
ful thing, but the Lord dispels it for us 
by His cheering word and presence. In 
addition to this “good cheer,” there are 
six others mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment: Matthew 9:2; John 16:33; Acts 23: 
11; 27:22, 25, 36. If the Lord is present 
to cheer us, slavish fear will be dis- 
pelled. 

Dr. Olmstead, in Arnold’s Commen- 
tary, relates the case of Mrs, Lila Shott 
of Waterloo, Iowa. When her husband 
died, she was greatly distressed about 
the future, as she had less than $100 left, 
in additicn to her home, after doctor 
and funeral bills were paid. She pleaded 
with God to give her some Scripture 
as absolutely hers, upon which she could 
pin her faith. She looked in her Bible 
and immediately her eyes fell upon Deu- 
tercnomy 33:27, “The eternal God is thy 
refuge, and underneath are the everlast- 
ing arms.” The Spirit stressed the word 
“eternal’—help, not just for a little time, 
but forever—as long as she needed it. 

She read on: “Israel then shall dwell 
in safety alone.” She says: “God whis- 
pered in my right ear, ‘Israel is God's 
people, and you are God’s child,’ I said, 
‘Yes, Lord, I thank Thee.’ Then fol- 
lowed the words, ‘a land of corn and 
wine’—these are your groceries and all 
your needs supplied. I cried, ‘Amen, 
Lord!’ Then came the words, ‘Also his 
heavens shall drop down dew’—there is 
your ice cream and cake. Oh, how God 
flcoded my soul with His assurances 
that He would care for me.” And God 
has abundantly verified His promises to 
this trusting woman, 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, swimming is great sport. 
Life would be dull to some people 
if they could not find a place to swim. 
And great explcits have been performed 
in swimming. , Fifty-two people (up to 
1952) had swum the English Channel— 
38 men and 14 women—the first one, 
Matthew Webb, an Englishman, in 1875. 
That is 19 miles through what is con- 
sidered one of the roughest stretches of 
deep sea water. Recently a woman 
swam from the Pacific coast to Catalina 
Island, a distance of 22 miles. This past 
summer Jimmy Woods of Lumberton, 
N. C., swam the entire length of Fontana 
Lake (32 miles) in 19 hours, 40 minutes. 
But only one mere man in all history 
ever walked upon water. Water skiing 
popular sport, but one can stay 
upon the surface only by the aid of 
motor power. This man, Simon Peter, 
actually walked upon the surface of a 
raging sea—for at least a few steps; then 
he ingloriously sank, 

Peter was in a small ship with the 
other disciples, crossing the Sea of Gali- 
lee. They were rowing. A sudden storm 
came up and quickly whipped the sea 
into great rolling waves. Mark says 
they were “toiling in rowing; for the 
wind was contrary unto them,” and those 
seasoned old fishermen began to wonder 
if they could make it. Then they saw 
Jesus walking on the sea, coming toward 
them, and it frightened them, and they 
said, “It is a spirit: and they cried out 
for fear. But straightway Jesus spake 
unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; 
it is I; be not afraid.” 

Now Peter comes into action. Im- 
pulsive Peter, always ready to do some- 
thing different! And he called out, “If 
it is really you, Lord, bid me to come 
to you on the water.” And Jesus an- 
swered, “Come”! Peter slid over the 
side of the pitching ship and landed on 
his feet right on top of the rolling waves, 
So far, so good. Peter’s faith was strong 
within him, and he was now about to do 


is a 


one of the finest acts of his life. That 
word of his Lord, “Come,” was sound- 
ing clearly in his ears. He tock his 


hands off the side of the ship and turned 
to walk to Jesus. Then “Swoosh!” a 
big wave slapped him in the face, blind- 
ing his eyes so that for an instant he 
could not see Jesus, while the spray 
filled his ears and smothered that word, 
“Come.” He had only walked a few 
steps—those wonderful steps of a fresh 
surging faith—but now he began to sink. 
It was a frightful moment, a heart fail- 
ing moment. Peter’s thoughts must have 
been fast and tragic. “I'm sinking! I 
might have known I couldn’t do it!” 
No, Peter, of course you couldn't do it: 


not even with all ycur impulsive en- 
thusiasm! You are just “petering”; but 


look, Peter; He is still there. Get your 
spray-dashed eyes off those waves and 
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look at Him. See, He is holding out His 
hand. Tell Him, Peter—tell Him quick! 
And Peter “cried, saying, Lord, save me”! 
And Jesus took him by the hand and 
lifted him so that he walked beside his 
Lord back to the ship. 

Whew, fellows, that takes my breath 
away! 

And yet the same thing happens in 
one form or another to every young 
Christian (even sometimes to older 
Christians as well) who starts out to do 
some fine act of faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ—some courageous piece of serv- 
ice to which he has been challenged. 
He makes the mistake of thinking his 
enthusiasm is the power that will carry 
him through. He makes fine progress at 
first; then a dash of discouragement (the 
Devil is right there on the job, you may 
depend), and he begins to sink. His 
heart fails him—that “stout heart.” And 
suddenly he realizes he wasn’t looking 
at his Lord. He did not spend the time 
of preparation in prayer; he didn’t read 
the power-giving messages the Lord had 
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for him in His Word. He was depending 
too much on his Peter-impulse and his 
Peter-sinking feet! 

I tell you, fellows, when you Start 
on a program which has been made for 
you by the Lord, you must take Him 
along with you every step of the way 
—or you will sink. But with Him you 
can walk with confidence and with suc- 
cess, 


FonTANA Dam, N. C, 
4 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


As Long As He Is Awake.—Be of good 
cheer; it is I; be not afraid (Matt. 14:27, 
Golden Text). A mother and her little 
four-year-old daughter were preparing to 
retire for the night. The child was afraid 
of the dark, and the mother, on this oc- 
casion alone with the child, felt fearful 
also. When the light was out, the child 
caught a glimpse of the moon outside 
the window. “Mother,” she asked, “is 
the moon God’s light?” “Yes,” said the 
mother. The next question was, “Will 
God put out His light and go to sleep?” 
The mother replied, “No, my child, God 
never goes to sleep.” Then out of a sim- 
plicity of a child’s faith, she said that 
which gave reassurance to the fearful 
mother, “Well, as long as God is awake, 
I am not afraid.’”—From Tom M. Olson, 
in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


All the Way.—Unto the other side 
(Matt. 14:22), 
When first the Saviour wakened me, 
And showed me why He died, 
He pointed o’er life’s narrow sea, 
And said, “To yonder side.” 
But soon the storm of passion raves— 
My soul is tempest-tossed— 
Corruptions rise, like angry waves: 
“Help, Master, I am lost!” 
And now I feel His holy eye 
Upbraids my heart of pride— 
“Why raise this unbelieving cry? 
I said, ‘To yonder side.’”’ 
—From Rebert Murray McCheyne. Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


The Greater the Shadow, the Closer 
He Is.—When the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea, they were troubled, 
saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out 
for fear (Matt. 14:26). One of our writers 
has told us how one night when he was 
a boy, he lay awake in bed, and how 
he was terrified by the approach of a 
menacing figure. On the lighted patch 
of the wall he could see its shadow 
growing larger every second. Frantic 
with fright, he ducked under the bed- 
clothes; and then he heard a voice that 
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of all others he wanted most to hear— 
the voice of his mother. The shadow 
was hers; the vaster it grew, the closer 
she was. So God draws near to us in 
the darkness to dispel our fears and give 
us peace.—From the Sunday Companion, 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Divided Vision.—O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt? (Matt. 14: 
31.) A vicar was preaching one Sunday, 
and he rather startled the congregation 
with the way he began, “I want to give 
you some good advice,” he said. “Don’t 
squint.” He described how Peter step- 
ped out of the boat and walked on the 
sea toward his Lord. Then -he began 
to sink, and Christ stretched out His 
hand and saved him, and brought him 
back again into the boat. The Lord said 
to him, “Wherefore didst thou doubt?” 
The root meaning of that word “doubt” 
is looking two ways at once. Why did 
Peter begin to sink? Because he had 
one eye upon Christ, and the other eye 
upon the billows and the storm around 
him.—From the Christian Herald (Lon- 
don). Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, 
Can. Prize illustration, 


Why She Was Not Concerned.—O thou 
of little faith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt? (Matt. 14:31.) An aged lady left 
Buffalo by boat for Cleveland, Ohio, to 
visit a daughter. A terrible storm arose, 
and the passengers, fearing death, gath- 
ered for prayer. But the aged lady 
seemed quite unconcerned. She sat 
praising the Lord. Some of the passen- 
gers, after the storm subsided, became 
curious to know the reason for the old 
lady’s calmness. They gathered around 
her and asked her the secret. “Well, 
children,” she replied, “it is like this: 
I had two daughters. One died and 
went home to Heaven, the other moved 
to Cleveland. When the storm arose, I 
wondered which daughter I might visit 
first, the one in Cleveland or the one in 
Heaven, and I was quite unconcerned as 
to which—From Wesleyan Methodist. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Practical Exegesis—And when they 
were come into the ship, the wind ceased 
(Matt. 14:32). Dr. Ironside used to tell 
the story of an old Negro in the deep 
South who loved the Lord and the Lord’s 
Word very much. He had not had much 
education and consequently could not 
read very well. Sometimes he was not 
able to grasp the real meaning of cer- 
tain portions or clauses of the Scriptures, 
but he read the Bible faithfully none- 
theless. One night, in the church which 
this man attended, members of the audi- 
ence were asked to give, in turn, some- 
thing from the Word which had been of 
special blessing to them. When this old 
colored man got to his feet, he said, “De 
words in de Bible dat means most to me 
is dese: ‘An’ it came to pass.’” The min- 
ister asked him to explain. “Well,” the 
old saint replied, “wen trouble comes 
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an’ I don’ know whedder to turn dis way 
or dat way, wen I jus’ don’ know wat to 
do, I ‘members dese words, ‘An’ it came to 
pass,’ an’ I knows dat dey ain’t here to 
stay.” Great faith that, even if the exege- 
sis is not al] that it might be! And how 
true! Whatever our afflictions may be, 
they are light compared to what our Lord 
suffered, and are but for a moment, and 
work for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory (2 Cor. 4:17).— 
From Our Hope. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


Who Do You See in Him?—Of a truth 
thou art the Son of God (Matt. 14:33). 
Through long centuries the Jews had 
known that God would send the anointed 
one, the Christ. The burning question 
about Jesus of Nazareth was whether 
or not He was that promised one. Peter 
believed He was, and crowned Him Lord 
of his life. The rulers did not believe 
Jesus was the Christ, and they crucified 
Him. The difference in what Peter be- 
lieved about Him, and what the rulers 
believed about Him made all the differ- 
ence in how they treated the Lord Jesus, 
For centuries a sizable lump of rock lay 
in a brook in North Carolina. Passers-by 
saw just a lump of rock, and passed on. 
Then, one day, a man saw in it a heavy 
lump, useful to hold ajar his cabin door. 
He took it and put it to that use. Still 
later a geologist passed by and saw it 
to be a lump of gold, the biggest nugget 
found east of the Rockies. So, many 
looked on Jesus of Nazareth, saw in Him 
only a Galilean peasant, and passed on. 
Others saw in Him a teacher and a 
prophet, and listened. Still others saw 
in Him the Christ, the Son of God and 
the Saviour of sinners, and they yielded 
themselves to Him. Till we have the 
truth about Him we are not likely to 
treat Him aright. Right beliefs about 
Him are very important.—From Joseph 
Edwin Harris, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nash- 
ville, Tenn, 

bd 


My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ATERIALS needed: black paper, 
white paper. blue paper, scissors, 
paste, pencils, and notebooks, 

The four freedoms discussed by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt have become famous. 
Today we are going to talk about one 
of them, “freedom from fear.” It is 
possible for every Christian to enjoy this 
freedom because he knows the One who 
dispels fear. 

Matthew 14 begins with a sad account 
of the death of John the Baptist. We have 
not heard about him since chapter 11, 
where Jesus sent him a message. King 
Herod had imprisoned John for warn- 
ing him of God’s judgment, which would 
surely fall on him for his sins. Later, 
he had John beheaded to gratify his 
wicked wife and her dancing daughter! 
Imprisonment and death! How dreadful 
































Lesson for December 14 


for righteous John the Baptist! Impris- 
onment and death are feared by all man- 


kind. This chapter does not tell any- 
thing about John’s feelings. We can ask 
him about that when we meet him in 
Heaven. I am sure he will tell us that 


the Lord stood with him to the end, and 
delivered him from the fear of death. 
The worst that his enemies could do 
was to kill his body, and that only set 
his spirit free to soar to the realms of 
the blest. 

Read verses 13 and 14. This is not the 
first time our Lord was moved with ccm- 
passion. In find a 
very common fea! was it? (In- 
sufficient food.) people in the 
world today have fear with good 
reason. Read verses 18 to 21. On this 
occasion the Lord Jesus dispelled that 
fear by multiplying the gift of a boy in 
the crowd. He is not mentioned here, 
but he is spoken of in John 6:9. There 
lesson in this story who 
have plenty of this world’s goods. The 
all he had to Jesus and with 
He fed the whole mul- 
have to Him, 
right channels 


verses 15 to 17 we 

What 
Many 
this 


is a for those 
boy gave 
that tiny supply 
titude. If we give all we 
He can direct us to the 


through which to send it, and He can 
multiply it, too, 

The disciples proved that the Lord 
Jesus could dispel the fear of hunger 
But that very evening they were beset 
by other fears. In the first place, as 
they were crossing the Sea of Galilee 
in their boat, a storm arose No doubt 
it reminded them of the storm some 
time before, that the Lord had com- 
manded to stop. But this time Jesus was 
not on board. Now, as they were battling 


with the wind and waves, they saw a 
strange, unusual] figure 
walking on the water! This was truly 
terrifving. Jesus dispelled that fear wit! 
His word There 
are things in the world tcday that cause 


sight, a human 


They knew His voice. 


fear. Just to mention one, flying saucers 
have frightened many who have seen 
them. We do not know what they are, 
nor where they came from, nor what 


they might do to us. But we do know 
the Lord Jesus, the one who is able to 
protect us from all harm. 

Peter wi reassured by the Lord’s 
voice, and he asked permission to go to 
meet Him. Read verses 28 to 30. He 
was alarmed by the waves which seemed 
abcut to engulf him. Only the power of 
God held him up at all. When he looked 
at the wild waves instead of at the Sav- 
iour, he began to sink. But Jesus in- 


Stantly dispelled his fear by grasping 
his hand How safe Peter must have 
felt when Jesus said to him, “O thou 
of little faith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt?” When I was a child. I once 
waked up very much frightened from 


a bad dream. I called Mother in a panic 
and she came running. When she found 
out that there was nothing the matter, 
she scolded me for disturbing her when 
She was entertaining company. But the 
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relief of hearing her voice was so great 
that I did not mind the scolding, Every- 
thing seemed so safe when she was there. 
That is just faint picture of the way 
our Lord dispels fear. He comes, He 
speaks, and fear is gone, 

As soon as He got into the ship, the 
storm ceased entirely! No wonder they 
that were in the ship worshiped Him, 
saying, “Of a truth thou art the Son of 
God.” 

The last part of this chapter tells about 
sick people. Disease is a very real cause 


of fear. Money will not buy health or 
life, so rich people fear disease, who 
may not fear some other things. But 


there is One who can control that fear 
also. Ordinarily He heals disease thrcugh 
what we call natural means, such as rest. 
diet, or medicines. Of course He can 
heal in a moment if He chooses to do so, 
However, in our present age, He is not 
performing miracles of healing as He did 
when He was on earth and in the early 
years of the church. There is no need 
for that kind of now. The 
miracles proved that Jesus was the Son 
of God, the Messiah, and they helped 
to spread His fame. Today there are 
other ways in which people can hear 
about Jesus. Bibles are available every- 
where, and they carry the message of 
His deity and Saviourhcod Even the 
radio carries the message of the Gospel 
So the need for healing miracles is past. 
Nevertheless, still under His 
control, and knowing the Great Physi- 
cian should dispel this fear also, Though 
He sometimes allows His people to die 
of disease, it is only because it is time 
for them to go to be with Him, 

Those who belong to Christ have noth- 
ing then to fear. Read the last three 


testimony 


disease is 


verses of this chapter. Once again we 
see that the Lord Jesus never had a 
failure. “As many as touched [Him] 


were made whole.” All of 
His miracles brought blessing to others. 
If the withering of the fig tree be con- 
sidered an exception, let us remember 
that He stopped it from being a dis- 
appointment to other hungry travelers. 
There is no limit to the power of Christ, 
and He is our friend as well as our Sav- 
iour. Then what have we to fear! 

Under “Matthew 14” in our notebooks, 
let us write, “Death of John the Bap- 
tist.” Below that. “Feeding the Five 
Thousand.” and then, “Walking on the 
Water.” Underneath that make the sil- 
houette of a boat from black paper, the 
sails from white, the blue for the water. 
Below that. copy verse 33. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 


perfectly 


1 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting. business. circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles. 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
In Time of Danger (Matt. 14:22-33) 


OR visualizing Matthew 13 use as far 

as possible pictures the children bring, 
but it would be well for the teacher to 
have in reserve illustrations for the 
parables: the sower, a loaf of bread, 
pearls (a picture of a necklace might 
be secured from advertising or cata- 
logues). Also use a picture of the Lord 
Jesus in the synagogue at Nazareth 
Write “Nazareth” on the picture. 

Were you ever “just awfully scared”? 
—a big dog? a thunderstorm? a dream? 
Did someone come to help you? The 
Lord Jesus’ disciples were terribly 
frightened once, They thought they were 
going to be drowned in a storm at sea. 
Then they thought they saw—oh hor- 
rors!—a ghost, coming toward them, Oh, 
where was the Lord Jesus? Why had 
He sent them off alone? What should 
they do? Nearer came the fearful form 
of the ghost, white garments, I suppose, 
fluttering out in the wind. It was going 
by them! They shrieked in terror, Then 
above the whistling wind and the slap- 
ping waves came a voice—the ghost’s 


voice! “Be of good cheer; it is I; be not 


afraid.” Oh—it was the voice of the 
Lord Jesus—no ghost at all! How good 
to have Him there! But—walking on 


“Lord, if it is You, tell me 
meet You on the water.” 
“Come.” Out stepped Peter right onto 
the water, and walked! Wonderful! 
Then all at once he looked at the wind 


the waves! 
to come 


and the rough waves, and got scared 
Down he went. “Lord, save me.” Jesus 
caught hold of his hand. “Why were 


you scared?” They both climbed int 
the boat. As soon as the Lord was in 
the boat, the wind stopped Did He 
do that? How thrilled the men were 


as they looked at the Lord Jesus! Only 
God could control the sea and the wind 


“You surely are the Son of God 
Some strange stories you will read in 


Matthew 14 this week! You will find 
out why brave John the Baptist was 
in that horrible prison and what hap- 


pened to him there—a girl, a dancer, 
comes into the story—a story to make 
you shiver. You will see the Lord Jesus 
doing something impossible with bread 
and fish: and then the storm story with 
the water-walking wonders. Don't miss 
it! 

“What time I am afraid, I will trust 
in thee” (Psa. 56:3, Memory Verse), Da- 
vid promised God when he was in dan- 
ger of his life from pretended friends 
and cpen enemies. Do you know that 
when the disciples in the storm thought 
the Lord Jesus was far away, He was 
watching them from a hilltop where He 
had been praying? He knew. He never 
forgot them. He will not forget us 

Two girls on a lonely country road 
after dark were frightened by noises. 
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Mcose had been around there. Suppose 
it should be a moose coming! They both 
kneeled down and asked God to keep 
them safe. Safely they reached home. 
And the next Sunday they were telling 
how God took their fear away after they 
prayed. 

Another girl was much afraid in elec- 
trical siorms. She had seen two neigh- 
boring homes burned after being struck 
by lightning. It might strike her home 
this time. And the bright flashes and 
the loud thunder were so awful any- 
way. How she shivered! But after a 
while she learned that even lightning 
could not strike a house unless God let 
it. And even if He did let lightning 
strike the house and burn it, God would 
still take care of her. Lightning did 
strike trees close by the house in three 
different storms and ran into the house, 
doing some little damage, but never set 
fire or hurt anybody. 

“What time I am afraid, I will trust 
in thee.” Can you make that promise 
to God, too? 

OroNO, MAINE, 


we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen FE. Odenwelder 


T WAS snowing and raining and blow- 
ing outside, and even though it was 

Saturday afternoon, a time when Bobby 
and Peggy loved to play outside, they 
had to stay indoors. They were getting 
tired of playing games when suddenly 
Peggy said, “I know what let’s do. Let’s 
play tomorrow's Sunday schcol lesson.” 
Both children read the lesson every 
morning before they went to school, so 
they were always prepared when Sun- 
day came. 

First they got a big box out of the 
cellar and put it right in the middle of 
the living room floor. Then Bobby 
called: “Mother, we're playing the Sun- 
day school lesson and we need you. Can 
you come here a minute, please?” 
Mother loved the lessons as much as the 
children did, and she was happy to put 
down her mending and play with them 
for a while, 

“You know, Mother,” Peggy announced, 
“the Lord Jesus wanted to be all alone 
to talk with Ged, His Heavenly Father. 
So one day, after He had been espe- 
cially busy preaching and healing sick 
people, and feeding hungry people, He 
asked His disciples to get into their boat 
and go to the other side of the lake, 
while He stayed alone on the mountain- 
side to pray.” 

“The disciples obeyed the Lord Jesus,” 
Bobby broke in, “and started for the 
other shore. The Lord Jesus went away 
up on the mountain to pray. He had 
prayed almcst all night, and when He 
came down to the water’s edge, just be- 
fore daylight, He saw that the disciples 
were in trouble. The wind was blowing 
terribly hard and the disciples’ little boat 
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was not much farther than it had been 
when they started. They had been rowing 
and rowing and rowing and not getting 
anywhere. The Lord Jesus knew they 
needed help, so He walked right out 
over the sea toward them! He stepped 
over the huge waves as if they were 
only little sticks lying on a road. Up 
over one wave, down between the waves, 
up and over, up and over, up and over. 
He just kept walking and walking, And 
remember, He was on water!” 

“When the disciples saw Him,” Peggy 
added, “they were terribly afraid that 
they were seeing a ghost. And they 
screamed with fright. But the Lord 
Jesus called, ‘Be men of courage! It is 
I; stop being afraid.’” 

“Come on”’—Bobby was in a hurry to 
get started—‘“let’s play. Peggy and I 
will make beiieve we're the disciples, 
and, Mother, will you please say the 
words that the Lord Jesus said?” 

The two children jumped into the box 
that sat in the middle of the flcor. That 
was their boat, and they started making 
rowing motions. They rowed and rowed 
and rowed, and suddenly Andrew (who 
was really Peggy) cried, “Peter, we're 
not getting anywhere.” 

“I know it, I’m afraid we’re lost: But 
keep rowing. I wish the wind would 
stop blowing. Row harder! If we don’t 
keep riding over these waves, they will 
wash into our boat and sink us. Keep 
rowing harder!” Peter .commanded. 
(Peter, you know, was really Bobby.) 

Andrew cried, “Peter! Look! Is that a 
ghost walking on the water? Oh, what 
will we do? Peter! Rew harder!” The 
children were rowing with all their 
might. 

“Be men of good courage! It is I; be 
not afraid.” Mother called the words of 
the Lord Jesus beautifully. 

“Lord, if it is You, let me come to You 
on the water,” Peter demanded, 

“Come.” 

Peter climbed out of his box-boat and, 
with his arms stretched out, started 
across the living-room sea. He kept his 
eyes straight ahead and took cne step 
up and over a wave, up and over an- 
other and another. Andrew, back in 
the boat, kept rowing and rowing. Up 
and over, up and over. Peter was going 
slowly, but he was going. Then Peter 
felt the wind lash against him. He 
turned to lcok at the tremendous waves 
and suddenly he felt himself going down 
into the water. “Lord, save me!” he 
cried. 

Mother, like the Lord Jesus, put out 
her hand, and using His words, said, 
“O you of little faith! Why did you 
waver so?” And together the two got 
into the box boat. (Mother pretended 
she got in, for she was much too big 
for the box.) Then Mother added, “And 
remember, Bobby and Peggy, that the 
disciples that day worshiped the Lord 
Jesus and thanked Him that He was 
God’s Son. Let us do that, too, right 
now.” 
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Mother, Peggy, and Bobby each prayed 
and thanked the Lord Jesus that He was 
God’s dear Son, and that He was their 
Saviour, 

Among Us Teachers: Having told the 
lesscn, why not play it with the chil- 
dren? You will be gratified to see how 
well they have learned it, 

LANCASTER, Pa, 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1017) 

1. Five: Herod the Great, Antipas, 
Archelaus, Agrippa I, and Agrippa II. 

2. (1) He began His Galilean ministry 
(Matt. 4:12); (2) He went apart into the 
desert (chap. 14:13). 

3. With compassion for the interrupters 
(v. 14), 

4. Twice (chaps, 14:15-21; 15:32-38). 

5. In order to dismiss the multitude, 
and to have a season alone in prayer. 

6. In itself, nothing: there are storms 
in the will of God, and there are ad- 
versities to drive us back to the will of 
God. Each situation must be judged by 
itself, 

7. That His eye is on us, that His inter- 
cessions rise for us, and that in due time 
He will make His help evident. 

8. After He got into the boat, He came 
through the same storm which beat upon 
them. He revealed Himself before calm- 
ing the storm, 


9. He walked on the water (v. 29). 
10. The history of the Church, and the 
second coming of Christ, 


ELMuHuRST, ILL, 
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Scripture Art Calendars 
for 1953 


ANY Christians are glad to have 

Scripture wall calendars for their 
own use and for inexpensive gifts to 
friends, Sunday school classes, and the 
like. The calendar offered this year by 
The Sunday School Times Company 
measures 10x16 inches and has a cord 
for hanging. The cover is a full-page, 
full-color reproduction of Mueller’s 
painting, “The Birth of Christ.”. The 
twelve inside calendar pages carry a 
different full-color reproduction for each 
mcnth measuring 8%x4% inches, includ- 
ing such Bible incidents as “Jesus and 
Nicodemus,” “Christ Among the Doc- 
tors,” “Jacob’s Dream,” “Test of Abra- 
ham’s Faith,” and the like; and such 
famous artists as Doré, Hofmann, Plock- 
horst, and Stemler, 

Large, easy-to-read numerals mark 
the days of the month. There is a Scrip- 
ture verse for each weekday and a mem- 
ory verse for each Saturday. The 
Internationa! Uniform Lesson title, 
Scripture reference, and Devotional 
Reading are shown for each Sunday. 
In addition there are daily Bible por- 
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tions listed for each month to encourage 
everyday Bible reading. Quarterly phases 
of the moon are shown on the proper 
days. 

These colorful Scripture calendars are 
modestly priced. They may be had for 
35 cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for $3.50; 25 
for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22; prices 
for larger quantities upon request. Just 
ask for the Scripture Art Calendar, send- 
ing your request with your name, ad- 
dress, and remittance to The Sunday 
Schoo] Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, Pa, 


w 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 14 


4. How Jesus Used the Scriptures 
(Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 4:16-22; 24:27) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


T IS fitting that this fourth topic on 

the general theme, “Examples from 
Jesus,” which has to do with Christ’s 
use of the Scriptures, should coincide 
with the Sunday that is widely observed 
as Universal Bible Sunday. From the 
one who is the Living Word we may well 
learn how to use the written Word, 


We cannot read the life of Christ as 
contained in the four Gospels without 
being struck, first of all, with His knowl- 
edge of the Old Testament, which com- 
prised the Scriptures of His day. Sec- 
ond, we are sure to be impressed with 
the amazing way in which He quoted 
and used the Scriptures under every cir- 
cumstance. The first example of such 
use came when He was only twelve years 
of age. While Luke 2:46 and 47 does 
not specifically state that His discussion 
with the doctors in the Temple con- 
cerned the Scriptures, the implication is 
that such was the case, for these men 
were skilled interpreters and teachers 
of the Old Testament, and it is most natu- 
ral to assume that the amazement that 
His understanding created had to do with 
His knowledge of the Word of God. 

At the very beginning of His earthly 
ministry we find the Lord Jesus using 
the Word of God to combat the Tempter, 
meeting the threefold temptation to 
doubt the Father’s love and His pro- 
vision and His way by quotations from 
the Word of God. 

se 

Later when hypocritical scribes and 
Pharisees sought to question His author- 
ity and to trap Him into statements that 
could be used to discredit Him with the 
people who followed Him gladly, the 
Lord Jesus used the Scriptures as a 
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rapierlike weapon to confuse and upset 
and rout His critics. These men, who 
claimed to be authorities in interpreting 
the Scriptures, were completely baffled 
and silenced when the Lord Jesus turned 
upon them the very Scriptures with 
which they sought to discredit Him. 
ve 

Finally, we cannot help but see in the 
New Testament record of the life of 
Christ the remarkable way in which all 
that He did and said fitted into the Old 
Testament prophecies concerning Him. 
We read again and again in the New 
Testament that the Lord Jesus did this 
or that, or said this or that, in order 
that a certain prophecy spoken hundreds 
of years before might be fulfilled, show- 
ing how conscious the Lord Jesus was 
of the whole Word of God. 

The lesson for us in the way in which 
Christ used the Scriptures should be 
simple and clear. If they are to be used 
by us as a weapon in times of temptation, 
or as a comfort in times of difficulty, or 
as a reassurance when we are tempted 
to doubt God, then, first of all, we must 
be familiar with the Scriptures. We can 
only be familiar with the Scriptures by 
reading them and memorizing them and 
meditating upon them. God has placed 
this remarkable Book, which we call the 
Bible, at our disposal for our help, 
strengthening, comfort, and protection, 
But its usefulness to us will depend upon 
the use to which we put it. For this 
reason the Christian Endeavor Move- 
ment down through the years has 
stressed the vital importance of the daily 
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S. , Bibles We have the new pocket- 
cofteld size as well as 35 other 

styles to choose from. 
Write fr catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. OWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


TEACHING STEWARDSHIP 


Gem Bank poozler for 
collecting thday, Missionary 
and special offerings. Plastic base 
and top; locked with bolt and nut. 
Each only $1.60. At your dealer. 
Complete catalog of Sunday School 
supplies Free. Write today. 
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WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN MEDICAL 
COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL 


LUDHIANA, INDIA 


Ministering to the W and training 
young women for medical services 


The new Indian Government d ds the d of 
college and the enlarging of the hospital by 1952. Do you 
want this sound evangelical work of over fifty years to go into 
non-Christian hands? 

We need your support for our American missionary oe 
on the field. Send your gifts to: MISS LUCY POW EL 
3, Norristown, Pa. 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


e When in the metropolitan area on 
or for pl ©. you will find it 
convenient and economicul to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


Or. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., 
Street 


340 W. 55th New York 19, N. ¥. 
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My Bible ABC Book 

By DENA KORFKER 
It's easy to learn the ABC's the Bible way! 
in bright red and green this DIFFERENT ABC book 
will INVITE the young child to learn his ABC's. 
full-page photographs by the author 
@ way that will 
laminated, full-color cover; 


Printed 


Original, 
illustrate each of 
fascinate children. Size 
only $1.95. 


Questions Children Ask 


Simple Answers to Puzzling Questions 
By DENA KORFKER 


- something new in children's books . . . 
in language children can understand.” 
Some questions answered are: 
Completely 

laminated cover. $1.95. 


lightning and thunder? 


Washable, 


questions answered 
BAPTIST BIBLE TRIBUNE 


What is a rainbow? What are 


illustrated; Size 7'/2"* x 9/2"; 


Can You Tell Me? 


Answers to questions Children Ask 
By DENA KORFKER 


“Parents, 


in their care should have this book." 
Some questions answered are, 


teachers and all who have little, 


questioning children 
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Where did | come from? Where 


was | before | was born? Why can't | see God? 
Illustrated with 45 original photographs (some full page size) to 


portray the answers to the questions. Size 


laminated cover; $1.95. 


7/2" x 9/2"; Washable, 


Available at all Religious Bookstores or 


ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 


GRAND RAPIDS 2, 





MICHIGAN 
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SAY, FELLOWS 


Daily devotions in THE 
CuristTiaAN PareENnT are 
written to interest chil- 
dren as well as parents. 
Order now! 3 months of 
both Tue Curistian Parent, for families, 
My Cuum, for children, only $1. $2.50 
each per year. 





Give Tue Curistian Parent and My 
Cuum for Christmas! 


THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CO. 
Box SS Highland, Illinois 
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prayer time and the reading of the Word 
of God. The Bible is food, and a weapon, 
and a lamp, and an armor, but we shall 
starve spiritually, be overcome by the 
Tempter, stumble about in the way, and 
be open to all the fiery darts of the 
Enemy if we do not take the trouble 
regularly and persistently to read and 
meditate upon God’s Word. 
4 


Then, just as the Lord Jesus looked 
upon the Old Testament as the veritable 
Word of God which could not be changed 
in one tiny detail, so we, in reading the 
Bible, must look upon it as God’s Word 
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ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE OR FROM 


The Sunday School Times Company 


325 N. Thirteenth Street - 


For the benefit of our readers in the British Isles, this book may be obtained from 
MARSHALL, Moran & Scott, Ltp., 33 Ludgate Hill, London, E. C. 4, for 7/6d. 


128 pages $1.50 


clothbound restoaic 


Truly a classic on holy liv- 
ing and the deepening of 
the spiritual life. 





For 40 years the author, 
minister of the Church of 
England, was a leading 
speaker and Council mem- 
ber of the British Keswick 
Convention. 

This book has been regarded as the 


Convention’s textbook, says Mr. 
Fred Mitchell, its present chairman. 





Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas stated: 
“By far the best book available on 
the subject of Holiness.” 


- Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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to us—pure, perfect, and authoritative at 
every point. We cannot pick and choose 
which part of it we will accept or be- 
lieve, for when we do this we find no 
sure ground upon which to fix our feet. 
Either the Bible is the Word of God as 
it claims to be, or it is a tragic counter- 
feit. Which will you have? 

Finally, we must be doers of the Word 
and not hearers or readers only. God's 
Word demands of us obedience to its 
precepts and its admonitions. We have 
no right to claim its promises and its 
protection and its power unless we are 
willing to be guided by its precepts. But 
when we are willing to be so guided 
and directed, we have the promise of 
God that He will lead us into all wisdom 
and into blessing and a life of victory, 
here and now, that is beyond anything 
we can plan or imagine for ourselves. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

ve 


Prayer on Watch Night 


(Continued from second page) 


Acknowledgment of past mer- 
cies. “He Leadeth Me.” 

Message: “Thou shalt remember 
all the way which the Lord 
thy God led thee these ... 
years” (Deut, 8:2-19). 

Special music. 

Period of thanksgiving. 

10 p.m.—Topic: Need of Revival. 
Hymns of the Christian life. 
Scripture reading. 

Prayer (ending with the Lord's 
Prayer). 

Special music, 

Message (by a visiting pastor or 
missionary): “The Necessity 
for Congregational Revivals.” 

Prayer session. 

Hymns of consecration, 

11 p.m.—Topic: God Our Refuge and 

Strength. 

Hymns of hope. 

Adoration of the Lord Jesus. 

Hymns of praise to Christ. 

Message: “The Eternal God Is 
Thy Refuge.” 

Dedication to God for God- 
given days ahead. 

Hymns of hope and praise in- 
terspersed with prayers. 

Benediction. 

This editorial is the annual Call issued 
by the Great Commission Prayer League. 
Copies of the Call, and also a suggestive 
program for the world-wide week of 
prayer, January 4-11, may be had from 
the Great Commission Prayer League, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago 10. No 
charge is made for copies of the Call 
and the program, but the printing is 
made possible only through the gifts of 
Christian people. As the League has re- 
cently been in straitened financial cir- 
cumstances, contributions will be wel- 
come.—Editor, 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





Special Programs for the Sunday 
School. By Charlotte Arnold. (Standard 
Pub. Co., Cincinnati 10; $2.50.) Although 
the main purpose of the Sunday school 
is to teach the Bible, unless there is 
a planned and varied program from one 
Sunday to another it can hardly be ex- 
pected to grow and glow and go for God. 
To this end Mrs. Arnold, a busy min- 
ister’s wife, has drawn from her own ex- 
perience sixty different special-day titles, 
and under each has correlated hymns, 
poems, stories, brief articles, dialogues, 
playlets, brief readings, and Scripture 
drills. Such titles as “Shut-In’s Day,” 
“Missionary Day,” “Flower Sunday,” and 
“Tract Sunday” blossom into programs 
which should, under divine blessing, 


turn pupils into positive reformers. 
While “Consecration Day,” “Pentecost 
Sunday,” “Family Altar Day,” and 


“Great Commission Sunday” present a 
definite spiritual appeal. Some of the 
more unique programs are built around 
“Mid-Winter Rally Day,” “Christian 
Hymn Sunday,” “Brides-and-Grooms 
Day,” and “Keepsake Sunday.” It is 
especially good to see how New Year's 
Sunday is tied to the truth of the Lord’s 
second coming and the school’s need for 
preparation. While some of the mate- 
rial cannot be classed as “new,” “The 
Diary of the Bible” and the history of 
“Blest Be the Tie,” for example, a great 
deal of it will appear as new. 

It is safe to say that Sunday school 
superintendents and committee members 
will heartily welcome this reverent and 
time-saving assistance. 


The Kingdom of God. By Louis Berk- 
hof, (Wm, B, Eerdmans Pub, Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich.. $2.50.) Here is an ex- 
tremely valuable survey of the conflict- 
ing interpretations that have been made 
of a central New Testament doctrine. 
A theologian of distinction and compe- 
tence, Dr. Berkhof critically reviews 
the Kingdom of God concept as it has 
been developed by Schleiermacher and 
Ritschl, by the advocates of the social gos- 
pel, by the eschatological school of Weiss 
and Schweitzer, by Barth and Brunner 
in their theology of crisis, and by pre- 
millennialism during the last century. 
After stating each of these positions with 
lucid impartiality, Berkhcf subjects them 
to searching analysis, indicating their 
values as well as—in his judgment—their 
errors and deficiencies. 

Though premillenarians will very 
properly object to his strictures against 
their eschatology, they will nevertheless 
be grateful for his candid scrutiny of 
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their system. And every alert Biblicist, 
who wishes to know the movement of 
modern theology in one of its pivotal 
aspects, will read this work with profit 
and appreciation. 


bd 


World-Wide Bible Reading 


OR the ninth consecutive year the 

American Bible Society is sponsoring 
a world-wide Bible-reading program, 
beginning with Thanksgiving Day, No- 
vember 27, and continuing through 
Christmas Day, December 25. Universal 
Bible Sunday has been fixed as Decem- 
ber 14. A list of the Scripture portions 
chosen for this year follows: 





November 
27 Thanksgiving Psalm 103 
28 Psalm 91 
29 Psalm 121 
30 Sunday Psalm 1 
December 
1 Psalm 27 
2 Psalm 46 
3 eee ee Psalm 90 
4 > : Isaiah 40 
5 Isaiah 55 
6 Matthew 5: 1-26 
7 Sunday Matthew 5: 27-48 
8 Matthew 6: 1-18 
9 Matthew 6: 19-34 
10 ere Matthew 7 
11 varwlaten John 14 
12 John 15 
13 John 17 
14 Universal Bible Sunday Psalm 23 
15 Luke 15 
16 Romans 8 
17 a Romans 12 
go clos acih sia aed Ephesians 6 
DM ikies, odd dete Philippians 4 
20 icin ateendliecs Revelation 21 
21 Sunday John 1:1-18 
22 asiici Isaiah 53 
23 Hebrews 11 
24 1 Corinthians 13 
25 Christmas Luke 2:1-20 


Ccpies of an attractive bookmark for 
individual use, a poster suitable for your 
church bulletin board, and a brochure 
entitled “The Word of Life” for the use 
of pastors all may be obtained free of 
cost from the American Bible Society, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings en the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 8 to 14 


Mon.—Matthew 14:1-12. 
Fear Causes Tragedy. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This is John the 
Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and 
therefore mighty works do shew forth 
themselves in him.” Herod’s conscience 
was justly troubled. He had cause to 
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fe ALL-BIBLE GRADED SERIES 


“The whole Bible for your 
whole Sunday School” 
434 SOUTH WABASH 
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Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


At present we are reaching about 
250,000 children with our Scripture 
Memory Plan and many are being 
saved; but in the ten states in which 
we are working there are nearly five 
million schoo! children who never 
attend Sunday school. 

Pray for these children and write for 

“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
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Happiness Today from Income Tomorrow 


HUNTINGTON COLLEGE 
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Perhaps you can find here just the thing for an inexpensive 
Christmas remembrance for some friend 


PAMPHLETS 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a man who for 
many years was the Director of Research 
for one of the world’s largest industrial cor- 
porations. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents 
each. 


A Little Kit of Teacher’s Tools. By 
Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid to the Sunday school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Good sup- 
plementary reading for teacher training 
classes. Paper bound, 72 pages, 40 cents 
each; $15 for fifty. 


A Voice from Beyond. By Philip E. 
Howard, LL.D. 


A selection of thirty poems composed out 
of keen spiritual insight and rich Christian 
experience by one who knew, loved, served, 
and trusted the Lord. Paper bound, 50 cents 
each. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


The ninth edition of Professor Wilson’s 
scholarly exposé of the fallacy of Higher 
Criticism. The central theme of this book- 
let is that every part of the Bible is God’s 
Word. Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 


Scripture Choruses. By Robert Hark- 
ness. 


One hundred and sixty-five Golden Texts 
from different portions of the Bible set to 
music by this talented musician, composer, 
evangelist. Choruses are arranged in the 
order of their Scripture references. Excel- 
lent for children’s and young people’s work. 
Paper bound, 75 cents each. 


Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. By Philip 
E. Howard, LL.D. 


A short, intimate biography of the former 
Editor, who wrote “The Life That Wins,” a 
tract that has enjoyed world-wide circula- 
tion in seventeen languages and has been 
used in transforming the iives of many. 
Cloth bound, 72 pages, 50 cents. 


Christ, the Apostles, and Wine. By 
Ernest Gordon. 


The writer of “A Survey of Religious Life 
and Thought” has prepared a forty-page 
treatise on the subject of wine in the New 
Testament. An invaluable help to students, 
pastors, and temperance workers. Paper 
bound, 40 cents each; 3 copies for $1.* 


What Will Bring Revival? By Ernest 
M. Wadsworth, D.D. 

A Scriptural, soul-searching review of 
this burning question. Profitable reading 


for both preacher and layman. Paper bound, 
56 Pages, 25 cents each. 


* Published by the author. Distributed 
by the TIMgEs. 





The Church of Christ and the Church 
of Rome. By Stephen E. Slocum, Ph.D. 


Comparing the true Church of Christ and 
the false Church of Rome, the author traces 
the history of each from New Testament 
times. Plain, simple answers to some of 
Rome’s greatest deceptions. 44 pages, 10 
cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 12; 
$3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull. 

Over 790,000 have been distributed in the 
English editions. It has been published in 


sixteen other languages, 5 cents each; 35 
cents a dozen; $2.50 per hundred. 


Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LL.B. 

A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 
per hundred. 


The Sunday School—Key to Tomorrow. 


By J. Edgar Hoover. 


Three cents each; 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 
per hundred; $6 for five hundred; $10 per 
thousand. 


Will the Church Pass Through the 
Great Tribulation? By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


A reprint of a booklet written in 1917 by 
Dr. C. I. Scofield, the editor of the Scofield 
Reference Bible. Written many years ago, 
yet it is still up to date and will settle 
many disturbing teachings of our present 
day. Paper bound, 40 pages, 10 cents each; 
50 cents for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for 
fifty; $6 per hundred. 


Perils of the Victorious Life. By 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, 


The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 
Life are plainly set forth in this twenty- 
page pamphlet. Dr. Trumbull marks off 
well-defined guideposts for the Christian’s 
walk that will be found helpful to all who 
are seeking to live closer to the Victorious 
Christ. 10 cents each; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 
for fifty; $6 per hundred. 


This Earthly House. 


Grant Colfax Tullar set to music a poem 
by Miss Beth Coombe Harris and added a 
chorus. We have made reprints on durable 
linen-weave paper that are ideal for pasting 
in the front or back of your church or 
Sunday school hymnals. 5 cents each; 35 
cents a dozen; $1.50 per hundred. 


BOOKS 


The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual Life. By Evan H. Hopkins. 

A reprint of a book regarded by many as a classic of holy living and the deeper spire 
itual life. Long out of print, but now republished for this generation. 

The Rev, Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas said of it, “By far the best book available on the 


subject of holiness.” 


Mr. Fred Mitchell, chairman of the English Keswick Convention, states in the preface 
that “it has been rightly regarded as the textbook of the Keswick Convention.” 
One hundred twenty-eight pages, bound in blue cloth, $1.50 each. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Lesson List. 


A handy, pocket-size list of the lessons 
in the International Uniform Series that 
gives the title of each lesson and the Golden 
Text in full. The Primary, Junior, Inter- 
mediate-Senior, and Young People-Adult 
topics are shown. Lists available for 1953. 
15 cents each; $1.50 a dozen; $12 per hun- 
dred. 


Index. 

The eight-page Times Index is a welcome 
companion to the binder. Indexes are avail- 
able for the years 1940 to 1951, inclusive, 
and may be had for 15 cents each. 


Binders for The Sunday School Times 
are available for those who desire a handy, 
inexpensive method of keeping their issues 
of the Trmes in one place. Made of stiff 
binders’ board, covered with dark red buck- 
ram, these binders are an attractive addition 
to any Christian worker’s library. Will hold 
issues for one complete year. $1.25 each. 


Victorious Life Hymns. 

Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
brings together 275 selected hymns. Cloth 
bound, $1 each. 


And, of course, you will want to give THE Sunpay Scuoot Times itself to 
friends who are not now receiving it. Gift subscriptions will keep on reminding 
others of your thoughtfulness many times through 1952. You may send one copy, 
or any number less than five, for a year, for $3 each. Five or more copies may be 
sent to separate addresses for a year for $2.50 each. For Canadian subscriptions 


please add 25 cents, foreign 50 cents. 


A handsome, engraved gift card will be 


sent in advance to those for whom your gifts are intended. (All prices are stated 


in U.S.A. dollars.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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one address, $2.50 each, per year. 
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postage. 

Foreign: add 50 cents each per year, for 
postage. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








fear the consequences of slaying God's 
messenger. All sinners, like Herod, are 
like the troubled sea, tossed to and fro 
by the terrific winds of perdition. “It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 


of the living God” (Heb. 10:31). Many 
a tragedy follows remorse. Pray for all 
prisoners in jails, penitentiaries, and 


prison camps. 


Tues.—Matthew 14:13-21. 
Hungering Humanity. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus went forth, 
and saw a great multitude, and -was 
moved with compassion toward them.” 
He noticed the inward as well as out- 
ward need. Christ’s loving heart is the 
same today. He would have us show 
compassion toward the multitudes who 
hunger for bread, and for what only can 
satisfy the soul. Learn from Christ to 











The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 


regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 
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blend spiritual and practical services for 
people in need. Pray for Billy Graham 
and his staff and their ministries. 


Wed.—Matthew 14:22-27. 
Jesus’ Presence Destroys Fear. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus went unto 
them, walking on the sea.” As soon as 
the troubled disciples heard the word 
of Jesus they were relieved of fear. Many 
sad Christians have been comforted by 
just a word of Scripture. Prayer always 
brings relief to fearful Christians. Look 
to Him and you will be lightened and 
lose your fears. Never doubt the faith- 
fulness of God. Pray for Youth for 
Christ International, Chicago, 


Thurs.—Matthew 14:28-36. 
Fear Is Lack of Faith. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “O thou of little 
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” Con- 
fidence in God and His promises insures 
victory. Peter’s faith wavered when he 
saw the wind boisterous, and began to 
sink. You will sing if you distrust the 
commands of the Lord. Expect your 
faith to be tried: but when it is, hold 
fast to God’s faithfulness. He cannot 
deny Himself. Can you say: “I be- 
lieve God, that it shall be even as it 
was told me”? (Acts 27:25.) Pray for 
the Editor, staff, and writers of The Sun- 
day School Times. 


Fri—1 John 4:16-21. Love Destroys Fear. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Perfect love 
casteth out fear.” If you love God you 
will trust Him, and be helpful to others. 
Love never faileth. Love is never sus- 
picious; it hopeth all things, and en- 
dureth all things. If you know God you 
are absolutely certain to trust God. 
There was depth in the words of George 
Mueller when he said to a congregation, 
“I’m glad I know God.” Do you know 
God and rest in His unfailing Word? 
Pray for Gideons International, Chicago, 


Sat—Romans 13:3-10. 
What We Should Fear. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Render there- 
fore to all their dues: tribute to whom 
tribute>, . . fear to whom fear.” Al- 


ways revere and respect government. 
It is your duty. Christians above all 
others should be faithful to duty. Keep 
all ordinances of the land. “Submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord’s sake” (1 Pet, 2:13). Pray 
for greater blessing upon the Child 
Evangelism Movement. 
Sun.—Psalm 27:1-6. A Fearless Trust. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My heart shall 
not fear.” Trust the Lord whatever be- 
falls. This is necessary for victory. If 
the Lord is your light and your salva- 
tion and the strength of your life, of 
whom should you be afraid? He con- 
trols all. His government extends to all 
your foes and woes. Trust in Him at all 
times, pour out your heart before Him, 
for He is a refuge for you. Pray for the 
evangelization of Indonesia, 
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Automobile Salesmen 


Here is an opportunity for Christian men to work 


for a Christian dealer. If you can sell cars, write 


complete details, church membership, and references, 
This is a suburban Philadelphia dealership with 
plenty of territory and excellent working conditions, 


Write to Adv. No, 702, The Sunday School Times, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


PULPIT COWNS 


Choir Gowns—Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 





Prices and samples sent on request 


J. M. HALL, Inc., 14 West 40th Sweet 
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WANTED FOR A HARD FIELD 
THE TRUCIAL COAST, ARABIA 
The Independent Board 
for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
Philadelphia 44, Pa. 


Romans 1:16 
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» 151 Maplewood Ave. 
II Chron. 16:9a 
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‘\ Seeif THERE'S AN ABSENTEE 

he: HOPE YOU'LL BE BACK 

ANS NEAT SUNDAY 

- . A ia copy of this timely card and 


folder illustrating scores of other absentee 
cards. Also complete instructions for reg- 
ular absentee follow up system in YOUR 
S. S. and church. Write today. No obli- 
gation. Used in hundreds of churches. 


Christian Cards, Winona Lake, Ind. 












What Will Bring Revival? 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 
lent presentation. 

25 cents, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 




















«++ writes a Christian worker in Berlin 
Te to the Moody Bible Institute 


/ Colportage Department 


Last year evangelical leaders in 59 other countries also used Institute 


literature, translated into 26 languages. Here are but two of the 
os many heart-warming results: 
— A young Hindu in India was turned to Christ despite the anger of his 


family; and several university students in China, who tried to ban the 
publication of an Institute book, were saved through reading the book. 
Trying to do the Lord’s work in the most efficient way, the Institute 
encourages the printing: of foreign language tracts inside the countries 
where they will be distributed. Printing costs are less, and the tracts do 
i= one a not contain the name of an American organization, against which 
{ there is frequently prejudice. 
; World literacy is rapidly increasing, and the printed page can go 
where the missionary often cannot go. Then, too, the gospel in print is 
| probably the most economical and effective method of reaching the 


' 
ered ——= 4 masses. Many cults have taken note%f these facts and are distributing 
. — 


their literature all over the world at an alarming rate. 


ce 
+ ik 
f | Christian workers everywhere are asking for Moody’s 


gospel literature. As funds are made available by God’s 
people, the Institute will continue its all-important task 


of supplying the gospel in print to a sin-sick world. 


Moody Bible Institute 
820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois Dept. 5 821 


Dr. William Culbertson, presivent 


























